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Preface 


In  December  1886  Samuel  Gompers  was  elected  to  be  the  first  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  an  election  which  proved 
to  be  a  turning  point  in  American  labor  history.  Today,  one  hun¬ 
dred  years  later,  Gompers'  role  in  the  labor  movement,  in  industrial 
development,  and  in  American  history  is  well  known  to  labor 
historians.  Writers  of  textbooks  and  general  histories,  however, 
usually  deal  with  his  contributions  in  a  cursory  fashion.  To  encour¬ 
age  a  better  understanding  of  Gompers  and  his  place  in  American 
history,  this  bibliography  presents  a  general  introduction  to 
Gompers  and  the  literature  about  him. 

Any  figure  who  dominated  a  movement  as  Gompers  did  presents 
a  number  of  problems  to  the  bibliographer.  First,  many  authors  have 
viewed  Gompers  and  his  ideas  as  representative  of  organized  labor. 
Several  of  these  works  which  do  not  deal  exclusively  with  Gompers 
have  been  included.  Second,  Gompers  is  the  subject  of  a  number 
of  works  that  are  overly  laudatory  or  critical  and  that  seek  simply 
to  praise  or  to  criticize  without  assessing.  These  items  have  been 
excluded  from  this  bibliography.  Third,  Gompers  is  the  subject  of 
a  number  of  accounts  aimed  at  either  popular  or  juvenile  audiences 
and  these  items  also  have  been  excluded. 

The  great  majority  of  works  included  here  are  secondary  works 
and  they  represent  only  one  component  of  the  material  available 
on  Gompers  and  the  labor  movement.  His  papers,  records,  and 
writings  make  up  the  other  major  component.  For  example,  the 
Gompers  papers  housed  in  the  Manuscript  Division  of  the  Library 
of  Congress  contain  his  presidential  letterbooks  for  the  years 
1883-1924.  The  354  volumes  include  more  than  170,000  items.  Some 
letters  are  related  to  the  formation  of  local  unions,  the  conduct  of 
meetings,  and  charters  and  bylaws.  Others  discuss  such  related  sub¬ 
jects  as  socialism,  boycotts,  and  strikes.  Correspondents  include  John 
L.  Lewis,  Susan  B.  Anthony,  and  Woodrow  Wilson. 

The  rest  of  Gompers'  papers  are  found  in  other  institutions.  The 
AFL-CIO  archive  in  Washington,  D.C.,  holds  a  variety  of  records 
on  the  Gompers  presidency,  the  most  important  being  the  executive 
council  minutes  and  vote  books.  The  State  Historical  Society  of 
Wisconsin  has  within  its  collections  files  of  the  Office  of  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  AFL,  including  general  correspondence,  speeches, 
writings,  hearings,  appointment  records,  and  national  and  interna¬ 
tional  correspondence.  The  New  York  Public  Library  has  some 
materials  donated  by  the  AFL  (files  of  addresses,  interviews,  and 
articles)  and  the  papers  of  the  National  Civic  Federation.  The  Na¬ 
tional  Archives  and  Records  Administration  (Washington,  D.C.)  re¬ 
tains  the  records  of  Gompers'  tenure  as  chairman  of  the  Advisory 
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Gompers  at  his  desk  in  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  Building,  J  908. 
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Commission  of  the  Council  on  National  Defense  Labor  Committee. 

The  Samuel  Gompers  Papers  Project  at  the  University  of  Mary¬ 
land,  College  Park,  is  making  the  work  of  researchers  in  primary 
sources  easier.  To  date,  the  project  has  produced  two  microfilm  sets. 
The  first  is  a  reproduction  of  the  material  held  by  the  AFL-CIO 
archive  and  the  State  Ffistorical  Society  of  Wisconsin.  This  set  is 
described  in  American  Federation  of  Labor  Records  :  Samuel  Gompers  Era, 
Guide  to  a  Joint  Microfilm  Publication.  The  second  set  consists  primarily 
of  correspondence  between  Gompers  and  the  officers  of  fifteen  na¬ 
tional  and  international  unions.  The  guide  to  this  set  is  entitled  The 
American  Federation  of  Labor  and  the  Unions:  Guide  to  a  Microfilm  Publica¬ 
tion.  The  project  will  also  begin  to  publish  hardbound  editions  of 
selected  Gompers  papers,  the  first  of  which  is  expected  in  1986. 

The  compiler  wishes  to  extend  thanks  to  a  number  of  people  for 
their  assistance  in  this  project.  Tom  Connors,  Katy  Vogel,  and  Pete 
Hofer  of  the  AFL-CIO  archive  helped  to  identify  a  number  of  publica¬ 
tions  about  Gompers.  Grace  Palladino  and  Dorothee  Schneider  of 
the  Samuel  Gompers  Papers  Project  read  and  suggested  improve¬ 
ments  for  the  introduction.  From  conversations  with  Stuart  Kauf¬ 
man,  director  of  the  Gompers  papers  project,  the  compiler 
developed  a  deeper  understanding  of  Gompers  and  his  place  in 
history.  Similarly,  numerous  conversations  with  William  G.  Whit¬ 
taker  of  the  Congressional  Research  Service  helped  to  correct  some 
misconceptions.  The  compiler  is  especially  indebted  to  Marguerite 
D.  Bloxom  and  Marvin  Kranz  of  the  Library  of  Congress  for  their 
editorial  criticism  and  advice. 
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Gompers  with  his  close  friend  John  Mitchell,  president  of  the  United  Mine  Workers 
1908.  (LC-B2-78-1) 


Introduction 


Samuel  Gompers  was  a  central  figure  in  the  emergence  of  the 
modern  labor  movement  in  the  United  States.  As  a  founder,  long¬ 
time  president,  and  leading  theorist  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  (AFL),  Gompers  was  crucial  to  the  establishment  of  a  durable 
labor  movement.  Under  his  leadership,  the  AFL  grew  from  a  strug¬ 
gling  beginning  of  roughly  200,000  workers  in  1886  to  a  strong,  stable 
institution  of  over  4,000,000  workers  in  1919.  More  than  any  other 
single  labor  leader,  Gompers  was  responsible  for  establishing  a 
union  movement  that  commanded  the  serious  attention  of 
employers  and  the  government. 

Much  of  Gompers'  success  in  building  an  effective  movement 
resulted  from  his  profound  lifelong  commitment  to  the  working 
class.  His  dedication  to  the  workers  arose  naturally,  because  he  him¬ 
self  confronted  the  realities  of  the  working  world  at  an  early  age. 

Born  on  January  27,  1850,  he  was  the  first  son  of  Solomon  and 
Sara  (Rood)  Gompers,  Dutch-Jewish  immigrants  who  had  settled 
in  London's  East  End.  The  elder  Gompers  was  a  cigarmaker  and 
an  active  member  of  his  local  union.  For  him  the  union  provided 
both  a  place  to  enjoy  the  fellowship  of  his  peers  and  a  refuge  from 
the  harsh  realities  of  mid-century  London.  Samuel,  too,  began  to 
learn  the  importance  of  the  union.  Forced  to  drop  out  of  school  at 
the  age  of  ten,  he  was  apprenticed  first  to  a  shoemaker  and  then 
to  a  cigarmaker.  In  the  latter  occupation,  he  was  close  to  the  union. 
When  it  became  apparent  that  even  the  addition  of  Samuel's  income 
would  not  relieve  the  family's  financial  straits,  Solomon  asked  for 
financial  assistance  from  his  union  to  move  his  family  to  America. 

The  thirteen-year-old  Samuel  sailed  with  his  parents  to  New  York 
City  in  1863.  Aided  by  his  English-speaking  background,  the  young 
Gompers  adjusted  quickly  to  the  New  World.  Like  his  father,  he 
continued  his  work  as  a  cigarmaker  and  joined  a  number  of  frater¬ 
nal  organizations  as  well  as  Local  15  of  the  Cigarmakers  Interna¬ 
tional  Union  (CMIU).  Fie  married  Sophia  Julian  in  1866  and  soon 
fathered  the  first  of  several  children.  The  challenges  of  long  hours 
of  tedious  work,  a  new  marriage,  and  fatherhood  would  have  dis¬ 
suaded  most  men  from  other  activities,  but  Gompers  had  a  physical 
and  intellectual  energy  that  was  not  easily  sated. 

In  fact,  he  began  to  seek  new  channels  for  his  energy.  The  intellec¬ 
tual  climate  of  New  York  City  in  the  1870s  perfectly  suited  his  desire 
for  greater  knowledge.  He  furthered  his  education  by  attending 
night  classes,  by  listening  to  lectures  at  the  Cooper  Union,  and  by 
reading  economic  and  philosophical  tracts.  He  complemented  these 
activities  by  meeting  regularly  with  a  group  of  men  who  called  them¬ 
selves  Die  Zehn  Philosophen  (the  Ten  Philosophers).  With  these 
men,  he  debated  popular  ideologies  and  the  problems  of  the  work- 
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ing  class.  A  central  feature  of  the  meetings  was  the  consideration 
of  the  best  method  of  winning  reforms  for  the  worker. 

Through  his  readings  and  these  discussions,  Gompers  began  to 
comprehend  the  profound  changes  the  industrial  revolution  had 
created  for  American  workers.  He  soon  learned  that  the  most  signifi¬ 
cant  change  was  the  growth  of  a  large  wage-earning  class.  Realiz¬ 
ing  that  this  development  was  irreversible,  he  recognized  the  need 
for  an  organized  reaction  on  the  part  of  workers.  The  trade  union, 
an  organization  formed  by  workers  in  a  particular  craft  or  trade  to 
promote  their  common  interests  and  welfare,  was  the  best  instru¬ 
ment  for  organized  reaction. 

Gompers  saw  the  trade  union  dedicated  exclusively  to  the  worker 
as  the  one  vehicle  that  could  improve  working-class  conditions.  He 
believed  that  workers  had  to  learn  that  the  union  — not  government 
or  political  parties  — was  the  only  tool  that  would  work.  This  belief 
became  Gompers'  creed  and  his  raison  d'etre;  it  served  as  the  major 
force  in  his  life. 

In  the  early  1870s,  Gompers  began  to  implement  his  trade  union 
principles.  He  concentrated  all  of  his  physical  and  intellectual  activ¬ 
ity  on  the  union.  His  own  Local  15  of  the  Cigarmakers  was  domi¬ 
nated  by  leaders  who  would  not  acknowledge  the  revolutionary 
changes  in  production  taking  place  in  the  cigar  industry.  Because 
these  leaders  refused  to  open  membership  to  growing  numbers  of 
less  skilled  cigarmakers,  Gompers  joined  with  two  of  his  mentors, 
Adolph  Strasser  and  Ferdinand  Laurell,  to  reform  the  union.  Even¬ 
tually,  these  three  leaders  established  a  new  local  with  a  broad-based 
membership  organized  on  principles  that  Gompers  believed  were 
well  suited  to  the  trade  union  movement.  Business  unionism,  the 
establishment  of  centralized  control  and  efficient  internal  organiza¬ 
tion,  was  the  basic  principle  upon  which  Local  144  was  organized. 

Business  unionism  called  for  a  system  of  high  initiation  fees  and  high 
dues,  an  approach  that  not  only  restricted  membership  to  bona  fide 
workers  but  produced  revenue  for  the  local  union.  The  increased 
revenue  was  used  for  two  purposes.  First,  in  an  idea  borrowed  directly 
from  British  trade  unions,  it  provided  such  direct  benefits  as  unemploy¬ 
ment  and  illness  compensation  and  travel  expenses  for  relocation. 
Second,  the  revenue  created  a  strike  fund,  so  necessary  for  the  sur¬ 
vival  of  nineteenth-century  unions.  Other  tenets  of  business  unionism 
called  for  the  centralization  of  leadership  to  control  strikes  and  boycotts 
and  restriction  of  union  activities  to  economic  issues. 

After  Gompers  became  president  of  the  local  in  1875,  he  concen¬ 
trated  on  achieving  immediate  gains.  Following  the  dictates  of  busi¬ 
ness  unionism,  collective  bargaining  followed  by  strikes  and  boycotts 
was  used  to  win  higher  wages  and  improve  shop  floor  conditions. 
Gradually  other  locals  within  the  CMIU  began  to  adopt  these 
principles. 

At  the  same  time  that  he  took  on  the  presidency  of  his  local. 
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Gompers  became  a  national  organizer  for  the  union  and  his  close 
associate  Strasser  was  elected  president  of  the  CMIU  in  1877.  Once 
in  power,  the  two  leaders,  after  some  struggle,  introduced  their  pro¬ 
gram  to  the  whole  union.  Gompers  and  Strasser's  success  did  not 
escape  the  attention  of  such  unions  as  the  United  Brotherhood  of 
Carpenters  and  the  International  Typographical  Union,  which 
adopted  the  same  principles.  Eventually,  leaders  of  major  unions 
saw  the  need  to  coordinate  union  activities  to  make  labor's  national 
voice  stronger. 

Gompers  and  other  labor  leaders  believed  that  the  one  extant  na¬ 
tional  federation,  the  Knights  of  Labor  (K.  of  L.),  was  not  the 
organization  to  make  labor  a  leading  force  in  American  society. 
Founded  in  1869,  the  K.  of  L.  grew  steadily  throughout  the  1870s. 
Stressing  mixed  assemblies  consisting  of  workers  from  different 
occupations  rather  than  organizing  strictly  by  craft,  the  Knights 
accepted  all  but  bankers,  gamblers,  lawyers,  and  anyone  involved 
in  the  liquor  business.  Both  employers  and  employees  were  welcome 
.to  join.  Gompers  and  other  trade  union  leaders  objected  to  this 
organizational  structure  and  philosophy,  because  craft  autonomy 
was  not  recognized,  employers  were  allowed  to  join,  strikes  were 
discouraged,  and  there  was  little  emphasis  on  economic  methods. 
Gompers  believed  that  the  K.  of  L.  failed  to  recognize  the  realities 
of  the  industrial  revolution. 

Because  of  the  Knights'  vague  aspirations  and  notable  inade¬ 
quacies,  many  trade  union  leaders  perceived  the  need  for  a  new  fed¬ 
eration.  One  hundred  and  seven  delegates  met  in  Pittsburgh  in  1881 
to  form  the  Federation  of  Organized  Trade  and  Labor  Unions 
(FOTLU).  Gompers  served  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  organi¬ 
zation  and  was  elected  a  vice-president.  FOTLU  continued  until 
1886,  but  because  of  a  weak  structure  and  inadequate  financing  it 
eventually  failed. 

Its  demise  demonstrated  to  Gompers  the  need  for  a  stronger 
federation  of  craft  unions,  and,  at  his  insistence,  representatives  of 
thirteen  unions  met  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  December  1886  to  form 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor.  Gompers  was  elected  president 
and  was  promised  a  salary  of  $1,000  per  year.  This  new  post  pro¬ 
vided  him  with  a  tremendous  challenge:  how  could  he  make 
organized  labor  an  important  force  in  American  affairs? 

Gompers  enthusiastically  accepted  the  challenge.  Although  the 
position  of  AFL  president  was  essentially  a  weak  one,  the  sheer  force 
of  Gompers'  personality  more  than  compensated  for  the  structure 
of  the  position.  Aided  by  the  steady  decline  of  the  Knights,  Gompers 
concentrated  on  making  the  AFL  the  dominant  labor  institution  in 
the  United  States.  He  traveled  thousands  of  miles  urging  workers 
to  join  unions  and  union  leaders  to  join  the  AFL.  He  made  the  AFL 
attractive  to  union  leaders  by  solving  jurisdictional  battles  between 
unions,  helping  officers  to  centralize  leadership,  and  aiding  new 
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member  unions  in  contract  negotiations.  Eventually,  the  AFL  also 
employed  full-time  organizers  to  aid  the  constituent  unions. 
Gompers'  success  in  the  early  years,  although  not  spectacular,  was 
impressive.  By  1892  forty  unions  belonged  to  the  federation,  and 
by  the  the  turn  of  the  century,  more  than  500,000  workers  were 
represented  by  it. 

Much  of  Gompers'  early  success  in  building  the  federation  resulted 
from  his  personal  appeal.  Physically  unimposing,  Gompers  stood 
5  feet  4  inches  with  a  huge  upper  torso  and  short  legs.  His  longtime 
research  associate  Florence  Calvert  Thorne  declared  that  Gompers 
“waddled  with  all  the  dignity  of  a  duck."  But  he  never  allowed  his 
physical  limitations  to  mask  his  ability.  Overcoming  an  early  ten¬ 
dency  to  stutter,  he  combined  a  powerful  voice  with  indefatigable 
energy  to  become  a  mesmerizing  speaker.  This  forceful  manner  was 
supplemented  by  his  dedication  to  the  movement.  Labor  leaders  and 
workers  respected  Gompers'  willingness  to  sacrifice  his  personal 
well-being  for  the  good  of  the  cause.  Many  members  of  the  rank 
and  file  particularly  appreciated  Gompers'  warmth  and  his  frequent 
visits  to  working-class  saloons. 

Dedication  and  personal  popularity  were  only  two  facets  of 
Gompers'  drive  to  build  a  strong  federation.  He  also  combined  the 
ideology  of  voluntarism  (the  avoidance  of  compulsion  and  an 
advocacy  of  voluntary  institutions)  with  a  recognition  that  most 
workers  wanted  immediate  tangible  gains.  Voluntarism  served  two 
purposes:  it  justified  collective  action  by  workers  in  an  age  of  indi¬ 
vidualism,  and  it  clearly  separated  the  trade  union  from  the  political 
sector  by  relying  almost  exclusively  on  economic  action.  By  using  the 
principles  of  voluntarism  and  immediatism  (concentration  on  winning 
such  short-term  benefits  as  better  wages  and  working  conditions)  to 
build  the  federation,  Gompers  divorced  the  AFL  from  the  traditions 
that  had  guided  other  attempts  at  building  national  federations. 

Gompers  determined  that  both  the  National  Labor  Union  (1866-72) 
and  the  Knights  failed  because  they  had  succumbed  to  political  and 
reform  panaceas.  Consequently,  Gompers  guided  the  AFL  away 
from  such  mistakes  by  committing  the  federation  to  a  program  of 
winning  immediate  improvements  in  wages  and  working  condi¬ 
tions.  While  Gompers  himself  worked  on  a  variety  of  reform 
crusades,  he  steadfastly  refused  to  involve  the  AFL  in  such  causes 
or  in  partisan  politics  during  its  first  years. 

Gompers'  stand  on  politics  caused  problems  during  his  early 
tenure  as  president.  The  most  consistent  and  vocal  detractors  of  his 
position  were  the  socialists  within  the  AFL.  Although  the  AFL  did 
lobby  for  such  measures  as  the  eight-hour  day  for  federal  workers, 
child  labor  laws,  and  immigration  reform,  Gompers  remained  stead¬ 
fast  in  his  belief  that  the  union's  primary  task  should  be  to  win  bet¬ 
ter  benefits  and  improved  conditions.  Constant  attacks  by  the 
socialists  against  this  stand  hardened  Gompers'  resistance  and  set 
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him  permanently  against  their  ideology.  The  socialists  responded 
by  joining  forces  with  other  groups  to  depose  Gompers  from  the 
presidency  at  the  1894  convention,  the  only  term  from  1886  to  1924 
that  he  did  not  serve.  Once  returned  to  the  presidency,  Gompers 
worked  assiduously  to  limit  socialist  strength  within  the  AFL. 

Notwithstanding  these  internal  challenges,  Gompers  forged  ahead, 
and  as  the  new  century  began,  the  AFL  was  the  dominant  labor 
organization  in  North  America.  In  1902  Gompers  persuaded  Cana¬ 
dian  unions  to  end  their  own  federation  and  become  part  of  the  AFL, 
so  that  by  1904  the  federation  represented  1.4  million  workers. 

In  recognition  of  the  AFL's  growing  importance,  Gompers  became 
a  leading  member  of  the  National  Civic  Federation  (NCF).  Founded 
by  newspaperman  Ralph  Easley  in  1901,  the  NCF  consisted  of  civic, 
industrial,  and  labor  leaders,  who  sought  to  ease  industrial  relations 
problems.  A  vice-president  of  the  NCF  until  his  death  in  1924, 
Gompers  worked  in  concert  with  such  men  as  Republican  Senator 
Mark  Hanna  of  Ohio  and  financier  August  Belmont  of  New  York 
City  to  solve  labor  problems  by  mediation,  proposing  solutions  to 
strikes  and  other  industrial  disturbances. 

Yet  for  all  of  his  success,  the  new  century  also  brought  serious 
problems  for  Gompers  and  his  movement.  Among  them  was  the 
emergence  of  a  new  national  labor  union,  the  Industrial  Workers 
of  the  World  (IWW).  Founded  in  1905  the  IWW  set  out  to  organize 
unskilled  workers.  Leaders  of  the  new  union  believed  that  the  craft¬ 
conscious,  conservative  AFL  ignored  the  majority  of  American 
workers.  Gompers  opposed  the  IWW  on  the  grounds  that  the  labor 
movement  could  not  support  two  federations.  The  IWW  remained 
a  challenge  to  the  AFL  until  1917. 

More  serious  problems  emanated  from  outside  the  labor  move¬ 
ment.  Ever  since  their  founding  convention,  leaders  of  the  AFL  had 
been  concerned  about  large-scale  immigration;  after  1900  the  drama¬ 
tic  rise  in  the  number  of  immigrants  called  for  a  strong  response. 
In  1907  alone,  1,285,349  people  came  to  America,  significantly 
increasing  the  labor  supply.  This  made  organizing  more  difficult 
because  a  surplus  of  workers  allowed  employers  increased  flexibility 
in  hiring  and  firing.  Believing  that  employers  were  using  this  devel¬ 
opment  to  limit  union  growth,  the  AFL  ultimately  supported  literacy 
tests  as  a  way  of  restricting  immigration. 

The  most  serious  problem,  however,  came  as  a  result  of  employer 
resentment  of  the  perceived  growing  power  of  labor.  In  response, 
business  leaders  formed  such  organizations  as  the  National  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Manufacturers  and  the  Citizens'  Industrial  Alliance  to  con¬ 
trol  labor  unions.  These  associations  attempted  to  stem  labor's 
growth  by  conducting  nationwide  open  shop  drives  and  lobbying 
for  anti-union  legislation. 

The  open  shop  drives  were  accompanied  by  an  even  more  devas¬ 
tating  development.  Under  the  conspiracy  in  restraint  of  trade  clause 
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of  the  Sherman  Anti-Trust  Act,  employers  applied  to  the  courts  for 
injunctions  to  stop  boycotts,  and  the  courts  agreed.  In  two  famous 
cases,  the  Buck's  Stove  case  of  1906  and  the  Danbury  Hatters '(Loewe 
v.  Laivlor )  case  of  1908,  the  courts  permitted  the  use  of  the  injunc¬ 
tion,  which  severely  limited  labor's  effectiveness  by  preventing  the 
use  of  one  of  its  most  effective  economic  weapons. 

Faced  with  such  adversity,  Gompers  called  upon  Congress  for 
relief.  In  1906  he  prepared  a  list  of  issues  and  sent  it  to  President 
Theodore  Roosevelt  and  to  all  members  of  Congress.  "Labor's  Bill 
of  Grievances"  called  for  an  eight-hour  day  for  federal  employees, 
prohibition  of  convict  labor  in  the  private  sector,  immigration  reform, 
and  relief  from  injunctions.  When  Congress  failed  to  react,  Gompers 
revised  his  stance  against  partisan  politics  and  committed  the  AFL 
to  working  against  Republican  candidates  in  the  1906  elections.  In 
1908  he  went  even  further  and  convinced  the  AFL's  executive  board 
to  endorse  the  Democratic  presidential  candidate  William  Jennings 
Bryan. 

Gompers'  early  forays  into  mainstream  politics  were  not  suc¬ 
cessful,  but  in  1912  this  course  of  action  began  to  reap  some  benefits. 
The  election  of  Woodrow  Wilson  put  labor  in  a  better  position.  The 
new  president  appointed  William  B.  Wilson,  a  member  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers,  as  the  first  secretary  of  labor.  In  1914  the  Clayton 
Act  was  passed.  This  statute,  which  promised  relief  for  labor  from 
injunctions,  was  hailed  by  Gompers  as  labor's  "Magna  Carta." 
(Later,  the  Supreme  Court  in  Duplex  Printing  v.  Deering  nullified  the 
parts  of  this  statute  that  dealt  with  labor.)  Further  pro-labor  legisla¬ 
tion  that  was  passed  during  the  Wilson  administration  included  the 
LaFollette  Seaman's  Act  (improving  working  conditions  for  sailors), 
the  Adamson  Act  (establishing  the  eight-hour  day  for  railroad 
workers),  and  the  Keating-Owen  Act  (limiting  child  labor). 
Gompers,  who  had  once  enjoyed  close  but  unproductive  relation¬ 
ships  with  William  McKinley  and  Theodore  Roosevelt,  was  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  AFL  had  finally  found  a  receptive  administration. 
In  1916  Gompers  campaigned  vigorously  for  Wilson  and  always 
believed  that  labor  provided  the  margin  of  victory  in  a  very  close 
election. 

The  years  of  the  second  Wilson  administration  were  the  most  fruit¬ 
ful  of  Gompers'  career.  His  accessibility  to  the  president  increased 
his  prestige  dramatically  as  the  United  States  entered  World  War 
I.  Despite  opposition  from  some  labor  leaders  as  well  as  a  signifi¬ 
cant  number  in  the  rank  and  file,  Gompers  committed  organized 
labor  to  support  of  the  war  effort  and  was  named  to  the  Advisory 
Commission  of  the  Council  on  National  Defense.  Wilson  relied  on 
Gompers  to  provide  nominations  for  other  wartime  agencies.  The 
president  also  sent  Gompers  to  Europe  to  boost  morale  among  Allied 
workers  and  soldiers  and  to  serve  as  a  member  of  the  International 
Commission  on  Labor  Legislation  after  the  war.  In  return  for  his 
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support  of  the  war  effort,  Gompers  extracted  support  from  the 
administration  for  organizing  drives  in  a  number  of  industries.  As 
a  result,  union  membership  increased  dramatically  during  the  war. 

At  the  war's  end  Gompers  stood  at  the  apex  of  his  career.  Not 
only  had  his  wartime  service  earned  him  new  respect  but  his  federa¬ 
tion  represented  more  than  four  million  workers.  He  even  found 
time  to  play  a  major  role  in  founding  an  organization  devoted  to 
solving  social,  economic,  and  political  problems  of  working  people 
of  the  western  hemisphere,  the  Pan  American  Federation  of  Labor 
(November  1918).  He  was  the  head  of  a  strong  institution  and  the 
unquestioned  leader  of  organized  labor  in  America. 

The  euphoria  of  1918  and  early  1919,  however,  quickly  subsided. 
Gompers'  last  years  were  afflicted  by  public  and  private  difficulties. 
Employers  launched  a  major  anti-union  campaign  to  wipe  out  labor's 
wartime  gains.  This  campaign  coincided  with  an  anti-radical  crusade 
led  by  Attorney  General  A.  Mitchell  Palmer.  Reacting  to  the 
Bolshevik  Revolution,  Palmer  began  a  series  of  mass  arrests  of  labor 
agitators  and  political  radicals.  The  more  conservative  elements  of 
the  labor  movement,  including  the  AFL,  suffered  from  the  negative 
publicity  created  by  the  ''Red  Scare."  Public  reaction  against  labor 
was  further  fueled  by  a  series  of  major  strikes  in  1919.  The  Boston 
police  strike,  the  Seattle  general  strike,  the  steel  strike,  and  an 
anthracite  coal  strike  all  contributed  to  anti-union  sentiment. 

Against  the  pressure  of  the  "Red  Scare,"  Gompers  seemed  help¬ 
less,  for  his  old  friend  President  Wilson  was  more  concerned  with 
the  ratification  of  the  Treaty  of  Versailles  than  with  domestic  issues 
and  was  later  incapacitated  by  a  stroke.  For  this  and  other  reasons 
the  AFL  began  a  precipitous  decline  in  numbers  and  power  that 
would  continue  into  the  1930s. 

In  his  private  life  Gompers  fared  little  better.  During  the  war  his 
youngest  daughter  died  unexpectedly,  and  in  1920  his  wife  of  fifty- 
four  years  passed  away.  In  1921  he  made  a  disastrous  second  mar¬ 
riage  and,  after  a  stroke,  his  health  began  to  deteriorate  rapidly. 
Returning  from  the  inauguration  of  a  new  Mexican  president, 
Gompers  died  on  December  13,  1924. 

With  his  passing,  an  era  in  American  labor  history  closed.  No  other 
single  labor  leader  has  commanded  power  and  national  attention 
for  as  long  as  Gompers  did.  His  transformation  of  a  weak  associa¬ 
tion  of  trade  unions  into  a  prestigious,  stable  federation  left  an  indel¬ 
ible  legacy. 

The  character  of  the  present-day  labor  movement  still  reflects  many 
of  his  ideas.  Although  historians  have  never  challenged  the  extent 
of  his  influence  on  the  growth  and  continuing  development  of  orga¬ 
nized  labor,  the  nature  of  his  leadership  has  been  the  focal  point 
of  an  ongoing  debate.  Was  Gompers  a  pragmatic,  progressive  leader 
who  forged  a  movement  that  responded  to  the  unique  American 
environment?  Was  he  a  radical  who  successfully  adapted  such  con- 
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cepts  as  class  consciousness  to  the  American  situation?  Or  was  he 
a  conservative  bureaucrat  who  robbed  the  rank  and  file  of  their 
militancy  by  collaborating  with  corporate  leaders? 

The  debate  on  these  questions  and  others  has  made  Gompers  the 
most  studied  and  most  controversial  of  American  labor  leaders, 
thereby  yielding  a  rich  and  challenging  literature.  Material  in  the 
following  list  has  been  arranged  in  nine  categories:  writings  of 
Gompers,  biography,  philosophy,  the  AFL,  politics,  socialism, 
minorities.  World  War  I,  and  foreign  policy. 

The  entries  are  listed  chronologically  by  date  of  publication  within 
each  section. 


Gompers  (middle)  and  representatives  of  the  Packers  Union  call  at  the  White  House  dur¬ 
ing  the  Harding  Administration.  Department  of  Labor  Secretary  James  T.  Davis  stands 
at  Gompers'  right.  (LC-USZ62-88972) 
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Writings  of  Samuel  Gompers 

Autobiography 

1 

Seventy  years  of  life  and  labor  :  an  autobiography  /  by  Samuel 
Gompers.  -  New  York  :  E.  P.  Dutton,  [cl925],  -  2  v.  -  fronts., 
ports. 

HD8073.G6  A3 

Appendix:  His  last  year,  an  epilogue  by  Florence  Calvert  Thorne: 
v.  2,  p.  [527J-557. 

Reprinted  in  New  York  by  A.M.  Kelley  in  1967. 

This  two-volume  memoir  is  the  starting  point  for  any  study  of 
Gompers.  The  autobiography  has  appeared  in  four  different  edi¬ 
tions.  Published  shortly  after  his  death,  this  original  edition  presents 
Gompers'  views  on  the  issues  and  events  of  his  life.  The  1943  edi¬ 
tion  includes  an  introduction  by  his  longtime  confidant  Matthew 
Woll  and  the  1957  edition  is  introduced  by  George  Meany. 

2 

Downs,  Robert  B. 

Labor  leader  :  Samuel  Gompers'  Seventy  Years  of  Life  and  Labor, 
1925.  —  In  his  Famous  American  books  /  [by]  Robert  B.  Downs.  —  New 
York  :  McGraw-Hill,  [1971],  —  p.  274-282. 

Z1035.A1  D68 

The  author  compares  Gompers'  accounts  of  his  activities  with  his 
actual  accomplishments  and  the  evaluations  of  his  critics.  Downs 
briefly  discusses  the  major  issues  in  the  autobiography  and  places 
them  in  the  context  of  the  times. 

3 

Salvatore,  Nick. 

Introduction.  —  In  Seventy  years  of  life  and  labor :  an  autobiography  / 
Samuel  Gompers ;  Nick  Salvatore ,  editor.  -  Neiv  York  :  ILR  Press,  New 
York  State  School  of  Industrial  and  Labor  Relations,  Cornell  University, 
1984,  cl925. 

HD8073.G6  A3  1984 

Salvatore  discusses  the  circumstances  in  which  Gompers  wrote 
the  autobiography  and  why  he  said  what  he  did.  He  also  provides 
an  interpretative  essay  on  Gompers'  career.  In  his  opinion,  many 
of  Gompers'  ideas  were  formed  during  his  discussions  with  the  Die 
Zehn  Philosophen.  There  he  developed  his  belief  that  trade 
unionism,  not  socialist  politics,  was  the  key  to  the  future  of  American 
workers.  Salvatore  also  discusses  the  major  features  of  Gompers' 
leadership  of  the  AFL  and  concludes  that  although  his  accomplish¬ 
ments  were  important  and  admirable,  two  major  failures  limited  his 
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impact  on  American  history.  First,  Gompers  ignored  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  mass-production  industries  and  missed  a  tremendous  po¬ 
tential  for  organizing.  Second,  in  his  later  career,  he  sacrificed 
working-class  unity  to  gain  acceptance  from  business  and  govern¬ 
ment  leaders. 


Other  Writings 

4 

Labor  in  Europe  and  America  /  by  Samuel  Gompers,  president  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  ;  personal  observations  from 
an  American  viewpoint  of  life  and  conditions  of  working  men  in 
Great  Britain,  France,  Holland,  Germany,  Italy,  etc.  -  New  York 
and  London  :  Harper  &  Brothers,  1910.  —  x  p.,  2  L,  286  p.,  1  1.  : 
front,  (port.) 

HD4901  ,G7 

In  1909  Gompers  traveled  to  Europe  to  attend  a  convention  of  the 
British  Trade  Union  Congress.  After  the  congress,  he  journeyed 
extensively  throughout  Great  Gritain  and  Europe.  In  this  book 
Gompers  constantly  compares  the  situation  in  Europe  to  America 
and  demonstrates  the  depth  of  his  patriotism. 

5 

The  Double  edge  of  labor's  sword  /  [by]  Morris  Hillquit,  Samuel 
Gompers  &  Max  J.  [i.e.,  S.]  Hayes.  ;  introd.  by  Leon  Stein  and 
Philip  Taft.  —  New  York  :  Arno,  1971.  —  iii,  191  p.  —  (American 
labor:  from  conspiracy  to  collective  bargaining) 

HX86  .H653  1971 

Reprint  of  the  1914  ed. 

The  United  States  Commission  on  Industrial  Relations  conducted 
hearings  in  1913  and  1914.  At  one  of  the  hearings,  Morris  Hillquit, 
a  leading  theorist  of  the  Socialist  Party  of  America,  and  Gompers 
became  involved  in  a  heated  debate.  The  question  was  whether  labor 
would  be  better  served  by  forming  a  party  of  its  own  or  by  continu¬ 
ing  to  reward  its  friends  in  the  two  major  parties.  The  dialogue  pro¬ 
vides  an  example  of  Gompers'  dedication  to  economic  rather  than 
political  methods. 

6 

American  labor  and  the  war  /  by  Samuel  Gompers.  —  New  York  : 
George  H.  Doran  Co.,  [cl919],  —  x  p.,  1  L,  13-377  p. 

D639.L2  G6 

"Principal  addresses  delivered  by  Mr.  Gompers  during  the  period 
of  the  great  war"  — Foreword. 

The  speeches  provide  a  clear  illustration  of  how  Gompers  reacted 
to  the  war,  treating  such  topics  as  labor's  function  in  wartime,  pre- 
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senting  his  views  on  a  negotiated  peace,  and  revealing  his  opinions 
about  those  whom  he  considered  to  be  traitors. 

7 

Labor  and  the  common  welfare  /  by  Samuel  Gompers  ;  comp,  and 
ed.  by  Hayes  Robbins.  —  New  York  :  E.  P.  Dutton,  cl919.  —  ix  p., 
1  1.,  306  p. 

HD8072  .G75 

Reprinted  in  New  York  by  Arno  Press  in  1969. 

A  collection  of  Gompers'  views  on  a  wide  range  of  issues.  This 
anthology  includes  writings  on  labor  and  the  farmer,  the  courts  and 
labor  injunctions,  women's  suffrage,  and  Bolshevism. 

8 

Labor  and  the  employer  /  by  Samuel  Gompers  ;  comp,  and  ed.  by 
Hayes  Robbins.  —  New  York  :  E.  P.  Dutton,  [cl920].  —  vii  p., 
1  1.,  320  p. 

HD8072  .G76 

"Embodies  Mr.  Gompers'  interpretation  of  labor's  relation  to  the 
well-being  of  the  whole  community.  The  present  volume  goes  to 
the  heart  of  the  ever-present  concrete  problems  of  employee  rela¬ 
tions"— Foreword.  Reprinted  in  New  York  by  Arno  Press  in  1971. 

Gompers'  views  on  industrial  relations  are  collected  in  this  volume, 
which  contains  his  writings  on  the  history,  objectives,  and  methods 
of  the  AFL.  Virtually  all  the  issues  facing  the  early  twentieth-century 
worker  from  the  shorter  work  day  to  child  labor  to  employers' 
organizations  are  discussed. 


9 

Out  of  their  own  mouths  :  a  revelation  and  an  indictment  of  soviet¬ 
ism  /  by  Samuel  Gompers  ;  with  the  collaboration  of  William 
English  Walling.  —  New  York  :  E.  P.  Dutton,  cl921.  —  xx.,  265  p. 

HX59  ,G7 

Using  the  writings  of  Soviet  leaders,  Gompers  attacks  the 
Bolshevik  Revolution  and  its  teaching,  giving  expression  to  his  vehe¬ 
ment  opposition  to  the  socialist  movement. 


10 

Kaufman,  Stuart  Bruce. 

The  Samuel  Gompers  papers  as  literature  :  toward  a  stream  of 
consciousness  history.  —  In  Maryland  historian.  —  Vol.  8  (fall  1977)  ; 
p.  54-59. 

E171  .M28 

As  editor  of  the  Samuel  Gompers  papers  project,  Kaufman  pro¬ 
vides  an  explanation  of  what  he  hopes  the  project  will  accomplish. 
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Arguing  that  collected  papers  should  be  viewed  as  a  distinct  art  form 
in  historical  literature,  he  states  that  the  papers  should  be  read  as 
an  interpretive  work  and  edited  in  that  fashion.  The  Gompers  papers 
say  as  much  about  the  times  as  they  say  about  the  man;  they  repre¬ 
sent  not  only  fifty  years  of  the  American  labor  movement  but  also 
a  multilevel  perspective  of  the  Populist  and  Progressive  eras. 


Biography 

11 

Reed,  John,  1887-1920. 

Labor's  grand  old  man  /  John  Reed.  —  London,  Slienger,  1976.  — 
44  p. 

HD6509.G57  R43  1976 

[Written  1917  ;  first  published  1976.] 

In  this  combination  of  interview,  history,  and  biography,  Reed 
provides  a  sympathetic  picture  of  Gompers,  based  on  their  travels 
together  to  several  meetings  and  speeches.  The  author  describes  the 
labor  leader's  energy  and  combativeness.  Gompers'  ability  to  excite 
crowds  as  a  leader  and  to  stay  in  touch  with  the  rank  and  file  through 
his  frequent  visits  to  saloons  was  impressive. 

12 

Commons,  John  R. 

The  passing  of  Samuel  Gompers.  —  In  Current  history.  —Vol.  21 
(Feb.  1925)  ;  p.  670-676. 

D410  .C82 

Writing  more  than  an  obituary.  Commons  lists  his  reasons  for  plac¬ 
ing  Gompers  among  the  ten  or  twelve  greatest  Americans  of  all  time. 
Gompers,  so  Commons  believed,  stands  with  John  D.  Rockefeller 
as  one  of  the  most  significant  and  most  representative  leaders  of 
the  American  economic  world.  He  was  successful  because  he  used 
persuasion  rather  than  force  and  always  stayed  true  to  the  ideals 
of  the  labor  movement. 

13 

Stolberg,  Benjamin. 

What  manner  of  man  was  Gompers?.  -  In  Atlantic  monthly.  - 
Vol.  135  (Mar.  1925)  ;  p.  404-412. 

AP2  ,A8 

Stolberg,  labor  reporter  and  historian,  interviewed  and  came  to 
know  Gompers  during  his  last  years.  Written  shortly  after  the  labor 
leader's  death,  this  portrait  is  simultaneously  affectionate  and  critical. 
Stolberg  contends  that  Gompers'  native  limitations  were  perfectly 
synchronized  with  the  cultural  limitations  of  the  labor  movement. 
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Arguing  that  Gompers  was  motivated  by  an  intense  humaneness 
and  not  by  any  readings  of  Marx,  Stolberg  enumerates  his 
accomplishments  for  American  labor,  while  criticizing  him  for  sur¬ 
rounding  himself  with  inferior  men  and  clinging  with  maniacal  con¬ 
sistency  to  his  beliefs. 

14 

Simpson,  George. 

Samuel  Gompers  :  misleader  of  labor.  —  In  American  mercury.  — 

Vol.  33  (Oct.  1934)  ;  p.  185-192. 

AP2  .A37 

In  reaction  to  Stolberg's  favorable  study,  Simpson  attacks 
Gompers'  legacy,  particularly  his  resistance  to  the  formation  of  a 
labor  party,  a  stand  that  demonstrated  his  lack  of  a  proletarian  per¬ 
spective.  Because  of  what  Simpson  terms  his  "childlike  patriotism 
for  America,"  Gompers  never  understood  the  need  for  an  interna¬ 
tional  class  movement.  Simpson  believes  Gompers'  slavish  support 
for  capitalist  parties  ensured  a  secondary  role  for  labor  in  American 
politics. 


15 

Harvey,  Rowland  Hill. 

Samuel  Gompers,  champion  of  the  toiling  masses  /  by  Rowland 
Hill  Harvey.  —  Stanford,  Calif.  :  Stanford  University  Press  ;  Lon¬ 
don  :  H.  Milford,  Oxford  University  Press,  cl935.  —  vii,  376  p.  : 
front,  (port.) 

HD8073.G6  H3 

Bibliography:  p.  360-364. 

Reprinted  in  New  York  by  Octagon  Books  in  1975. 

This  first  full-length  biography  of  Gompers  provides  an  essentially 
positive  view,  showing  that  Gompers  shaped  the  character  of  the 
American  labor  movement.  His  primary  goal  was  equal  justice  for 
workers  and  the  protection  of  each  man's  liberty.  Harvey  also  argues 
that  Gompers  failed  to  react  to  social  changes  after  World  War  I  and 
that  the  labor  movement  suffered  as  a  result. 


16 

Emery,  Walter  B. 

Samuel  Gompers,  spokesman  for  labor.  —  1939. 
Thesis  (Ph.D.)— University  of  Wisconsin. 
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17 

Hughes,  Rupert,  1872- 

The  giant  wakes  :  a  novel  about  Samuel  Gompers.  —  [1st  ed.].  — 
Los  Angeles  :  Borden  Pub.  Co.,  1950.  —  294  p. 

PZ3.H8786  Gi 

Hughes  relates  the  story  of  Gompers  and  his  times  using  as  a  motif 
his  relationship  with  Sophia,  his  wife.  Combining  some  facts  with 
a  great  deal  of  fiction,  Hughes  gives  very  favorable  treatment  to 
Gompers. 

18 

Madison,  Charles  Allan. 

Samuel  Gompers  :  “Chief"  of  the  business  unionists.  —  In  his 
American  labor  leaders  :  personalities  and  forces  in  the  labor  movement.  — 
New  York  :  Harper,  [1950].  —  p.  73-107. 

HD8073.A1  M3 

While  Madison  criticizes  Gompers  for  his  lack  of  vision,  he  also 
recognizes  the  difficult  times  in  which  the  AFL  developed.  Reference 
is  made  to  the  Tompkins  Square  Riot  of  1874,  which  demonstrated 
to  many  that  peaceful  economic  action  was  the  best  tactic  for  labor 
to  use  in  its  quest  for  economic  gain.  The  affair  taught  Gompers  that 
non-laborers  should  be  excluded  from  the  trade  union  movement. 

19 

Tyler,  Gus. 

The  Gompers  heritage.  —  In  New  republic.  —  Vol.  122  (May  8, 
1950)  ;  p.  12-15. 

AP2  .N624 

Offers,  for  the  centennial  year  of  his  birth,  an  assessment  of 
Gompers'  intellectual  development.  Tyler  views  Gompers  as  an 
eclectic,  whose  beliefs  were  part  revolutionary  dogma  and  part  Jef¬ 
fersonian  fear  of  a  leviathan  government,  combined  with  a  sense 
of  rugged  individualism.  The  author  also  tries  to  refute  assertions 
that  Gompers  was  apolitical  or  antipolitical  by  listing  various  cam¬ 
paigns  and  causes  in  which  he  was  involved. 

20 

Valesh,  Eva  MacDonald,  1874-1956. 

The  reminiscences  of  Eva  MacDonald  Valesh.  -  1952.  -  232  p. 

Fiche  5107  MicRR 

Transcript  of  interviews  conducted  for  the  Oral  History  Research 
Office  of  Columbia  University  in  April  1952. 

Microfiche  of  transcript.  Glen  Rock,  N.J.  :  Microfilming  Corp.  of 
America,  1975.  -  (Columbia  University  oral  history  collection  :  pt.  1) 
Valesh  served  as  the  unofficial  editor  of  the  American  Federation ist 
whom  Gompers  called  upon  to  ensure  that  his  views  would  receive 
a  wide  audience.  Valesh  discusses  many  of  the  important  issues  and 
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episodes  of  the  first  decade  of  the  twentieth  century  including  the 
Littlefield  campaign  of  1906,  the  Buck's  Stove  case,  and  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  National  Civic  Federation.  She  believes  that  Gompers  ability 
to  combine  a  streak  of  greatness  with  a  certain  earthiness  gave  him 
a  solid  foundation  of  support  among  the  rank  and  file. 

21 

Frey,  John  Philip,  1871-1957. 

The  reminiscences  of  John  P.  Frey.  —  1957.  —  768  p. 

Fiche  5107  MicRR 

Transcript  of  interviews  conducted  for  the  Oral  History  Research 
Office  of  Columbia  University  in  1954  and  1955. 

Microfiche  of  transcript.  Glen  Rock,  N.J.  :  Microfilming  Corp.  of 
America,  1975.  —  9  sheets.  —  (Columbia  University  oral  history  col¬ 
lection  :  pt.  2,  no.  67) 

Narrative  of  a  long  association  (1896-1924)  which  began  as  a  pro¬ 
fessional  relationship  and  led  to  a  personal  friendship.  The  report 
contains  a  great  deal  about  the  human  side  of  Gompers— his  reading, 
his  tastes,  and  his  marriages,  as  well  as  a  description  of  the  experi¬ 
ences  he  and  Frey  shared  as  part  of  the  labor  mission  to  Europe  dur¬ 
ing  World  War  I. 

22 

Thorne,  Florence  Calvert. 

The  reminiscences  of  Florence  Thorne.  —  1957.  —  170  p. 

Fiche  5107 

Transcript  of  interviews  conducted  for  the  Oral  History  Research 
Office  of  Columbia  University  in  1956  and  1957. 

Microfiche  of  transcript.  Glen  Rock,  N.J.  :  Microfilming  Corp.  of 
America,  1975.  —  2  sheets.  -  (Columbia  University  oral  history  col¬ 
lection  :  pt.  2,  no.  190) 

After  coming  to  Washington  in  1910  to  do  research  on  the  history 
of  the  AFL,  Thorne  stayed  with  the  federation  as  a  research  and 
editorial  assistant,  in  which  capacity  she  was  privy  to  AFL  activities 
for  two  decades  and  helped  Gompers  write  his  autobiography.  In 
her  narrative  she  alludes  to  labor  questions  such  as  the  McNamara 
case  and  the  Steel  Strike  of  1919,  while  providing  an  affectionate 
portrait  of  Gompers  that  emphasizes  his  humane  character. 

23 

Thorne,  Florence  Calvert. 

Samuel  Gompers,  American  statesman.  —  New  York  : 
Philosophical  Library,  [1957].  —  175  p.  :  ill. 

HD8073.G6  T5 

Bibliography:  p.  175. 

Reprinted  in  New  York  by  Greenwood  Press  in  1969. 
Combines  quotations  by  Gompers  on  a  variety  of  subjects  with 
her  own  observations  of  a  man  she  greatly  respected. 
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24 

Yearly,  Clifton  K. 

Samuel  Gompers  :  symbol  of  labor.  —  In  South  Atlantic  quarterly.  — 

Vol.  56  (summer  1957)  ;  p.  329-340. 

AP2  .S75 

Poses  the  question  of  how  a  man  of  limited  intellect  in  an  inher¬ 
ently  weak  office,  who  was  neither  an  outstanding  speaker  nor  a 
good  writer,  could  succeed  as  labor's  most  important  leader  for  so 
long.  Yearly  concludes  that  Gompers  was  very  much  a  man  of  his 
times.  Pragmatic  and  conservative,  he  succeeded  because  he 
immersed  himself  in  the  worker's  culture  and  stayed  close  to  the 
rank  and  file. 

25 

Mandel,  Bernard. 

Samuel  Gompers  :  a  biography ;  with  an  introd.  Samuel  Gompers, 

labor  statesman  or  labor  faker?  /  by  Louis  Filler.  —[Yellow  Springs, 

Ohio]  :  Antioch  Press,  1963.  —  xxii,  566  p.  —  ill.  :  ports. 

HD8073.G6  M2 

Summarizes  at  great  length  the  major  issues  and  events  of 
Gompers'  life.  Using  a  topical  approach,  Mandel  discusses  such 
issues  as  the  eight-hour  movement,  Gompers'  relations  with  the 
socialists  and  the  National  Civic  Federation,  and  his  activities  dur¬ 
ing  World  War  I.  Mandel  also  analyzes  Gompers'  ideas  on  industrial 
unionism,  the  unskilled  worker,  and  minorities  in  the  labor  move¬ 
ment.  He  finds  that  there  were  two  Gompers.  One  was  an  agitator 
trying  to  build  a  mass  movement,  the  other  a  person  who  became 
more  concerned  (after  1900)  with  career  development  and  less  with 
the  labor  movement.  The  final  product  was  an  opportunistic, 
bureaucratic  leader. 

26 

Mandel,  Bernard. 

Samuel  Gompers— an  evaluation.  —  In  Social  science.  —  Vol.  39 

(Oct.  1964)  ;  p.  208-215. 

HI  .S55 

Mandel's  assessment  distinguishes  between  Samuel  Gompers  the 
leader  of  labor  and  Samuel  Gompers  the  labor  leader.  The  leader 
of  labor  prevailed  until  roughly  1900,  a  progressive,  practical  indi¬ 
vidual,  who  understood  the  changes  wrought  by  the  industrial 
revolution  and  sought  to  convince  the  country  that  what  was  good 
for  labor  was  good  for  the  nation.  After  1900,  however,  Gompers' 
labor  solidarity  gave  way  to  craft  awareness  and  was  further  eroded 
by  his  increasing  devotion  to  laissez-faire  economics  and  rugged  indi¬ 
vidualism.  Gompers  became  a  bureaucrat,  more  interested  in  con¬ 
solidating  AFL  gains  than  in  expanding  the  labor  movement. 
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27 

Weisberger,  Bernard  A. 

Samuel  Gompers  /  by  Bernard  A.  Weisberger  and  the  editors  of 
Silver  Burdett ;  editor  in  charge,  Sam  Welles.  -  Morristown,  N .J.  : 
Silver  Burdett  Co.,  [1967].  —  240  p.  :  ill.  (part  col.),  facsims.,  ports, 
(part  col.) 

HD8073.G6  W4 

Bibliography:  p.  232-234. 

This  book  is  composed  of  three  sections.  In  the  first,  Weisberger 
relates  the  basic  facts  of  Gompers'  life  and  emphasizes  his  humanistic 
nature.  The  author  believes  that  Gompers  succeeded  because  of  his 
shrewdness  and  pugnacity;  he  was  motivated  by  his  idealism,  his 
practical  political  nature,  and  his  soaring  vanity.  In  the  second  sec¬ 
tion,  a  picture  portfolio  of  Gompers  and  his  times  is  used  to  develop 
an  appreciation  for  the  era.  The  final  section  includes  a  represen¬ 
tative  selection  of  Gompers'  writings. 

28  ' 

Stearn,  Gerald  Emanuel. 

Gompers  /  [comp,  by  Gerald  Emanuel  Stearn],  —  Englewood 
Cliffs,  N.J.  :  Prentice-Hall,  [1971],  —  x,  178  p.  —  (Great  lives 
observed)  (A  Spectrum  book) 

HD8073.G6  S74 

Includes  bibliographical  references. 

Steam's  introduction,  which  outlines  the  major  developments  of 
the  labor  leader's  life,  is  followed  by  a  selection  of  Gompers'  writings 
on  the  Negro  worker,  imperialism,  Bolshevism,  and  other  topics. 
Also  included  are  views  of  contemporaries  such  as  Finley  Peter 
Dunne,  Theodore  Roosevelt,  and  Vladimir  Lenin.  The  third  section 
contains  assessments  of  Gompers  by  historians,  including  John  R. 
Commons,  Philip  S.  Foner,  and  Daniel  Bell. 

29 

Livesay,  Harold  C. 

Samuel  Gompers  and  organized  labor  in  America  /  Harold  C. 
Livesay.  —  Boston  :  Little,  Brown,  cl978.  —  x,  195  p.  :  port.  — 
(Library  of  American  biography) 

HD6509.G57  L58 

Bibliography:  p.  [185]-188. 

An  interpretive  account  that  locates  Gompers  in  the  broader  con¬ 
text  of  industrializing  America.  Livesay  argues  that  many  of 
Gompers'  ideas  were  formed  in  reaction  to  the  depression  of  the 
1870s  when  he  gave  up  his  original  commitment  to  socialism  and 
turned  instead  to  a  pragmatic  trade  union  philosophy.  By  the  twen¬ 
tieth  century,  Gompers  was  able  to  make  labor  a  respectable  part¬ 
ner  of  business.  While  acknowledging  his  achievements,  Livesay 
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provides  an  essentially  negative  portrait,  criticizing  Gompers  for 
divorcing  the  AFL  from  politics  at  a  critical  time  and  for  failing  to 
convince  other  AFL  leaders  to  organize  women,  blacks,  and 
unskilled  workers.  Gompers'  failure  to  encourage  organization  along 
industrial  lines  kept  the  AFL  from  becoming  a  mass  movement. 

30 

Cotkin,  George. 

Caught  in  cultures  :  Samuel  Gompers  and  the  problems  of  the 
working  class  individual  in  culture.  —  In  Mid-America.  —  Vol.  66 
(Jan.  1984)  ;  p.  41-48. 

BX1415.I3  ,M5 

Bibliographic  references  included  in  "Footnotes"  (p.  47-48). 
American  workers  in  the  late  nineteenth  century  were  caught  be¬ 
tween  two  cultures.  They  were  part  of  a  working-class  culture  that 
was  constantly  being  challenged  by  the  dominant  Victorian 
bourgeois  culture.  According  to  Cotkin,  there  is  no  better  example 
of  this  struggle  than  Gompers  himself,  for  a  close  reading  of  his  auto¬ 
biography  illustrates  how  greatly  he  valued  the  Victorian  ideals  of 
restraint,  control,  and  discipline.  Gompers  could  not,  however, 
escape  his  working-class  culture.  The  conflict  between  these  two  cul¬ 
tures,  therefore,  was  a  central  factor  in  the  development  of  his 
character. 


Biography  -  Religion 

31 

Kopald,  Sylvia. 

Gompers  :  symbol  of  an  era.  -  In  Menorah  journal.  -  Vol.  11  (June 

1925)  ;  p.  241-252. 

DS133  ,M4 

Kopald  seeks  to  explain  why  Gompers,  despite  his  Jewish 
background,  developed  a  deliberate  public  non-Jewishness.  The 
most  important  reason,  she  suggests,  was  that  Gompers  developed 
an  allegiance  to  one  principle -trade  unionism.  Everything  else,  in¬ 
cluding  his  religion,  had  to  be  subordinated  to  this  cause.  Further¬ 
more,  Gompers  was  an  "old  immigrant,"  who  constantly 
emphasized  his  Americanism,  which  excluded  ties  to  Old  World  con¬ 
cepts.  Kopald  argues,  however,  that  while  Gompers  was  devoted 
to  the  trade  union  movement,  he  never  completely  abandoned  his 
heritage.  Toward  the  end  of  his  life  he  began  to  turn  back,  support¬ 
ing  the  Jewish  homeland  in  Palestine  and  helping  to  set  up  the 
United  Hebrew  Trades  organization. 
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32 

Mandel,  Bernard. 

Samuel  Gompers  and  religion.  —  In  Chicago  Jewish  forum.  —  Vol. 
13  (fall  1954)  ;  p.  11-15. 

DS13  .C48 

Examines  Gompers'  views  on  Judaism  in  particular  and  religion 
in  general.  Jewish  by  birth,  Gompers  came  to  sympathize  with  the 
teaching  of  Felix  Adler,  founder  of  the  Society  for  Ethical  Culture, 
that  man's  duty  toward  his  fellow  man  was  more  important  than 
his  duty  to  God.  As  a  consequence,  he  gradually  evolved  into  an 
agnostic,  an  evolution  supported  by  his  general  dislike  of  organized 
religion,  which,  from  his  standpoint,  seemed  to  oppose  unions  and 
to  support  wealth.  Gompers'  rejection  of  Judaism  was  also  related 
to  his  passionate  desire  to  be  an  American.  Although  he  had  no 
objections  to  the  Jewish  faith,  he  urged  American  Jews  to  discard 
Old  World  customs. 

•  33 

Polishook,  Shelia  Stern. 

The  American  Federation  of  Labor,  Zionism,  and  the  First  World 

War  .  —  In  American  Jewish  historical  quarterly.  —  Vol.  65  (March 
1976)  ;  p.  228-244. 

E184.J5  A5 

Using  as  an  example  Gompers'  support  for  the  establishment  of 
a  Jewish  national  state,  Polishook  discusses  the  relationship  between 
his  Jewish  background  and  his  philosophy.  Generally,  Gompers  was 
not  religious  and  almost  never  took  positive  stands  on  matters  of 
primary  concern  to  Jews.  During  World  War  I,  however,  he  was 
influenced  by  Louis  D.  Brandeis,  Felix  Frankfurter,  and  Rabbi 
Stephen  Wise  on  the  homeland  question.  Reinforced  by  President 
Wilson's  advocacy  of  national  self-determination,  Gompers  spoke 
out  favorably  and  convinced  the  AFL  convention  to  adopt  a  resolu¬ 
tion  supporting  the  concept  of  a  homeland  for  the  Jews. 

Philosophy 

34 

Commons,  John  Rogers. 

Karl  Marx  and  Samuel  Gompers.  —  In  Political  science  quarterly.  — 
Vol.  41  (June  1926)  ;  p.  281-286. 

HI  ,P8 

Seeking  to  dispel  the  assumption  that  Gompers  had  no  ideology. 
Commons  emphasizes  the  direct  relationship  between  the  ideas  of 
Marx  and  those  of  Gompers.  From  Marxian  philosophy  Gompers 
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learned  that  liberty  for  the  worker  could  only  be  achieved  through 
economic  control.  Upon  the  premise  that  economic  power  was  the 
fulcrum  that  enabled  workers  to  exert  influence,  the  AFL  was 
founded.  To  Gompers,  a  trade  union  movement  that  included  only 
workers  was  the  best  route  to  economic  power.  In  this  respect,  so 
Commons  argues,  Gompers  was  even  more  class  conscious  than 
Marx. 

35 

Reed,  Louis  Schultz. 

The  labor  philosophy  of  Samuel  Gompers  /  by  Louis  S.  Reed, 
Ph.D.  —  New  York  :  Columbia  University  Press  ;  London  :  P.S. 
King  &  son,  ltd.,  1930. 

HD8073.G6  R4  1930 

Published  also  as  thesis  (Ph.D.)  Columbia  University. 
Bibliography:  p.  185-188. 

Reprinted  in  Port  Washington,  N.Y.,  by  Kennikat  Press  in  1966. 
Interweaving  lengthy  quotations  with  analysis,  Reed  discusses  vir¬ 
tually  every  aspect  of  Gompers'  philosophy  and  covers  his  views 
on  the  labor  movement,  political  activity,  international  affairs,  indus¬ 
trial  unionism,  and  the  state.  Reed  concludes  that  despite  the  discus¬ 
sion  of  philosophy,  Gompers  was  basically  a  man  of  action,  not  of 
thought. 

36 

Robbins,  Hayes. 

Samuel  Gompers  on  American  institutions.  —  In  Massachusetts 
law  quarterly.  —  Vol.  22  (Apr. /June  1937)  ;  p.  29-33. 

K13  .A78 

A  close  friend  of  Gompers,  Robbins  analyzes  his  writings  to  deter¬ 
mine  whether  or  not  he  would  have  supported  the  New  Deal.  Stress¬ 
ing  Gompers'  abhorrence  of  regulation,  his  objections  to  minimum 
wages,  his  love  of  free  enterprise,  and  his  strong  belief  in  the  separa¬ 
tion  of  powers,  Robbins  concludes  that  Gompers  would  have 
opposed  both  the  spirit  and  the  results  of  the  New  Deal. 

37 

Thompson,  Carol  L. 

Labor's  problem  :  real  wages.  II.  Samuel  Gompers.  -  In  Current 
history.  -  Vol.  18  (Mar.  1950)  ;  p.  154-162. 

D410  .C82 

Quotations  from  Gompers'  speeches  and  writings  are  analyzed 
to  explain  his  views  on  such  subjects  as  business  unionism. 
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socialism,  and  industrial  unionism.  With  respect  to  real  wages, 
Gompers  believed  that  the  primary  problem  of  capitalism  was  over¬ 
production  and  underconsumption  resulting  from  workers'  low 
wages.  Consequently,  the  AFL  worked  to  restrict  worker  entry  in 
the  labor  market  so  as  to  raise  wage  rates  and  increase  consumption. 

38 

Rischin,  Moses. 

From  Gompers  to  Hillman  :  labor  goes  middle  class.  —  In  Antioch 
review.  -  Vol.  13  (June  1953)  ;  p.  191-201. 

AP2  .A562 

Gompers  and  Hillman  were  the  labor  leaders  most  concerned  with 
having  organized  labor  accepted  by  middle-class  America.  Although 
they  were  from  different  backgrounds  and  led  labor  during  signifi¬ 
cantly  different  times,  both  succeeded  because  they  understood 
middle-class  sensibilities.  Gompers,  through  his  bellicose  manner, 
and  Hillman,  through  his  subtle  style,  strove  to  see  labor  attain  the 
benefits  of  the  middle  class  but  not  to  be  encompassed  by  it. 

39 

Mandel,  Bernard. 

Gompers  and  business  unionism,  1873-1890.  —  In  Business  history 
review.  —  Vol.  28  (Sept.  1954)  ;  p.  264-275. 

HF5001  .B8262 

Shows  how  Gompers'  insistence  on  the  business  unionism  policies 
of  high  initiation  fees  and  high  dues  brought  a  central  focus  to  the 
Cigarmakers  Union.  With  Adolph  Strasser's  help,  Gompers  began 
to  concentrate  power  in  the  executive  office,  strictly  controlling  strikes 
and  using  the  additional  income  to  pay  unemployment  and  death 
benefits.  The  success  of  business  unionism  by  the  cigarmakers  in  the 
1870s  and  1880s  provided  a  model  soon  adopted  by  other  craft  unions. 

40 

Rogin,  Michael  Paul. 

Voluntarism  :  the  political  functions  of  an  anti-political  doctrine.  - 
In  Industrial  and  labor  relations  review.  -  Vol.  15  (July  1962)  ; 
p.  521-535. 

HD4802  .153 

Explains  how  Gompers  developed  voluntarism,  the  distinctly 
American  trade  union  ideology  that  was  based  upon  Social  Dar¬ 
winism,  the  popular  philosophy  of  the  late  nineteenth  century.  The 
primary  result  of  voluntarism  was  that  it  ensured  the  supremacy 
of  the  existing  leadership  and  the  hegemony  of  craft  unions. 
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41 

Radosh,  Ronald. 

Corporatism,  liberal  and  fascist  as  seen  by  Samuel  Gompers.  — 

In  Studies  on  the  left.  -  Vol.  3  (summer  1963)  ;  p.  66-77. 

HM1  .S85 

Explains  the  nature  of  Gompers'  corporatist  theories.  Accepting 
the  corporation  as  inevitable,  Gompers  saw  labor  as  a  partner;  both 
labor  and  capital  had  a  stake  in  increasing  workplace  efficiency. 
Some  European  trade  unionists  also  accepted  this  view,  especially 
Italians,  who  saw  the  fascist  state  as  the  best  vehicle  for  effecting 
their  corporatist  views.  However,  Gompers,  as  a  democrat  and  an 
anti-statist,  could  never  accept  fascism. 

42 

Greenbaum,  Fred. 

The  social  ideas  of  Samuel  Gompers.  —  In  Labor  history.  —  Vol.  7 
(winter  1966)  ;  p.  35-61. 

HD4802  .L435 

A  point-by-point  discussion  of  Gompers'  social  philosophy,  which 
places  voluntarism  and  immediatism  at  the  center  of  his  thought. 
Greenbaum  considers  three  major  areas  of  Gompers'  social  ideas: 
first,  his  views  on  such  broad  topics  as  what  factors  shape  man's 
nature  and  desires;  second,  his  ideas  on  specific  topics,  including 
crime,  education,  and  civilization;  and  third,  his  beliefs  concerning 
trade-union  related  issues.  Greenbaum  concludes  that  Gompers  was 
an  unoriginal  thinker  whose  lack  of  a  coherent  philosophy  forced 
him  to  cling  to  contradictory  ideas. 

43 

Radosh,  Ronald. 

The  corporate  ideology  of  American  labor  leaders  from  Gompers 
to  Hillman.  —  In  Studies  on  the  left.  —  Vol.  6  (Nov.  Dec.  1966) 

p.  66-88. 

HM1  .S85 

Bibliographic  references  included  in  “Footnotes"  (p.  86-88). 
Historians  have  identified  two  major  trends  in  American  trade 
union  ideology:  the  pure  and  simple  unionism  of  Gompers  and  the 
social  unionism  of  Sidney  Hillman.  Radosh  argues  that  the 
philosophies  were  not  fundamentally  different,  for  Gompers,  like 
Hillman,  believed  that  labor  must  be  a  junior  partner  within  the 
capitalist  economy.  Labor  leaders  should  work  with  corporate 
leaders  to  achieve  industrial  stability,  order,  and  social  harmony. 
As  proof  of  this  mentality,  Gompers'  membership  in  the  National 
Civic  Federation  is  cited  demonstrating  the  extent  to  which  his  ideas 
were  molded  by  corporate  leaders  who  stressed  functional  democ¬ 
racy,  efficiency,  and  production.  Radosh  believes  that  Gompers  was 
influenced  by  both  Bernard  Baruch  and  Herbert  Hoover. 
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In  a  “Comment"  (p.  89-96)  Philip  S.  Foner  argues  that  Radosh 
overemphasizes  the  conservative  relationship  between  government, 
labor,  and  capital  and  that,  despite  the  conservative  outlook  of 
Gompers,  the  rank  and  file  were  often  very  militant. 

44 

Radosh,  Ronald. 

The  development  of  the  corporate  ideology  of  American  labor 
leaders,  1914-1933.  —  Ph.D.  dissertation  ;  University  of  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  1967.  —  460  p. 

Abstracted  in  Dissertation  Abstracts,  Vol.  28  (Feb.  1968)  ;  p.  3121 
(67-12149). 
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Dick,  William  M. 

Samuel  Gompers  and  the  American  consensus.  —  In  Canadian  His¬ 
torical  Association.  Historical  papers  presented  at  the  annual  meeting.  - 
(1969)  ;  p.  129-140. 

F1001  .C253 

Argues  that  Gompers  saw  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  as 
a  class  movement.  He  understood  class  domination  and  exploita¬ 
tion  in  the  Marxist  sense  but  wanted  to  make  the  labor  movement 
part  of  the  liberal  tradition  in  America. 
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Griffen,  Clyde. 

Christian  socialism  instructed  by  Gompers.  —  In  Labor  history.  — 
Vol.  12  (spring  1971)  ;  p.  195-213. 

HD4802  .L35 

Discusses  the  relationship  between  Gompers  and  the  inter¬ 
denominational  Church  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  the 
Interests  of  Labour  in  New  York  City.  Griffin  points  out  that  as  the 
association  evolved  from  pro-reform  unionism  to  trade  unionism, 
Gompers  emerged  as  its  hero.  Both  Gompers  and  the  association 
were  pro-capitalism  and  worked  together  to  ensure  collective 
bargaining  rights  and  to  eliminate  the  abuse  of  workers. 

47 

Kaufman,  Stuart  Bruce. 

Samuel  Gompers  and  the  origins  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  1848-1896.  —  Westport,  Conn.  :  Greenwood  Press, 
[1973].  —  xiv,  274  p.  :  port.  —  (Contributions  in  economics  and 
economic  history,  no.  8) 

HD8073.G6  K38  1973 

Bibliography:  p.  253-265. 

Central  to  Kaufman's  thesis  is  his  belief  that  Gompers'  critics  have 
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misunderstood  the  radical  nature  of  Gompers  conception  of  the 
labor  movement.  According  to  this  author,  Gompers  was  a  serious 
thinker  who  borrowed  ideas  from  many  sources  — particularly  from 
Karl  Marx— and  then  combined  those  ideas  with  his  understanding 
of  the  American  environment  to  originate  a  class  movement  based 
on  practical  demands.  Gompers  was  a  new  type  of  labor  leader,  one 
who  adapted  Marxist  ideology  to  the  American  environment;  he  was 
not  a  conservative  bureaucrat. 

48 

Toth,  Karl. 

The  labor  philosophy  of  Samuel  Gompers.  —  In  Socialist  cur¬ 
rents.  —  Vol.  2  (Jun.  1976)  ;  p.  11-15. 

Not  in  LC  collection 

Finds  that  Gompers  espoused  three  philosophies:  he  was  a  syn¬ 
dicalist  because  of  his  anti-statism,  a  Marxist  because  of  his  class 
consciousness,  and  a  pragmatist  because  of  his  rejection  of  future 
utopias.  Toth  shows  how  Gompers  interwove  all  three  components 

and  argues  that  Gompers,  while  abandoning  Marxism  as  a 
philosophy,  never  gave  up  his  belief  in  the  self-emancipation  of  the 
working  class. 

49 

Cotkin,  George  B. 

The  Spencerian  and  Comtian  nexus  in  Gompers'  labor  philos¬ 
ophy  :  the  impact  of  non-Marxian  evolutionary  thought.  —  In 
Labor  history.  —  Vol.  20  (fall  1979)  ;  p.  510-523. 

HD4802  .L35 

Bibliographic  footnotes. 

Historians  have  argued  either  that  Marxist  philosophy  was  the 
most  important  foundation  of  Gompers'  labor  ideology  or  that  there 
was  no  relationship  between  his  philosophy  and  his  actions.  Cotkin 
argues  that  both  schools  ignore  the  important  role  of  Herbert 
Spencer's  and  August  Comte's  philosophies  in  Gompers'  thought. 
He  was  exposed  to  their  ideas  by  Frank  K.  Foster  (Gompers'  per¬ 
sonal  secretary),  who  propounded  the  Social  Darwinist  ideas  of 
Spencer,  and  by  Hugh  McGregor  (a  leading  labor  journalist),  who 
espoused  the  Positivism  of  Comte.  Cotkin  discusses  the  major  tenets 
of  each  philosophy  and  demonstrates  how  these  ideas  contributed 
to  the  development  and  practice  of  voluntarism  and  business 
unionism. 

50 

Kaufman,  Stuart  Bruce. 

Samuel  Gompers  vs.  Horatio  Alger  :  defining  the  work  ethic.  — 
In  AFL-CIO  American  federationist .  —  Vol.  88  (Feb.  1981) ;  p.  7-12. 
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HD8055.A5  A2 

On  the  surface  Horatio  Alger  and  Samuel  Gompers  appear  to  be 
an  unlikely  match,  but,  the  author  argues,  the  two  had  much  in  com¬ 
mon.  Both  men  placed  great  faith  in  individual  spirit  and  the  ability 
to  overcome  hardship  and  find  dignity.  Alger  viewed  the  process 
in  purely  personal  terms,  whereas  Gompers  saw  the  necessity  of 
collective  bargaining  to  bring  "control  and  dignity  to  the  workplace." 
By  drawing  this  comparison,  Kaufman  explains  Gompers'  appeal 
to  nineteenth-century  workers. 

51 

Fones-Wolf,  Elizabeth. 

Voluntarism  and  factional  disputes  in  the  AFL  :  the  painters'  split 

in  1894-1900  /  Elizabeth  Fones-Wolf  and  Kenneth  Fones-Wolf.  — 

In  Industrial  and  labor  relations  review.  —  Vol.  35  (Oct.  1981) ;  p.  58-69. 

HD4802  .153 

Voluntarism  meant  more  to  Gompers  than  simply  political  nonin¬ 
volvement.  It  also  meant  that  member  unions  had  the  right  to  con¬ 
duct  their  own  affairs  without  interference  from  the  AFL,  except  in 
extreme  cases.  Here,  the  authors  discuss  the  economic  aspects  of 
voluntarism  in  view  of  the  relationship  between  the  federation  and 
its  constituent  unions.  They  show  how  Gompers  and  other  AFL 
leaders  reacted  to  a  membership  revolt  against  the  leaders  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Painters  by  dominating  the  unity  conference  and 
allowing  the  dissidents  to  take  control.  The  authors  counter  those 
who  have  argued  that  Gompers  used  voluntarism  to  limit  rank-and- 
file  protest. 

52 

Asher,  Robert. 

The  ignored  precedent  :  Samuel  Gompers  and  workmen's  com¬ 
pensation.  —  In  New  labor  review.  —  Vol.  5  (fall  1982)  ;  p.  51-77. 

Not  in  LC  collection 

Explores  the  course  of  Gompers'  changing  attitudes  on  social  in¬ 
surance,  particularly  workmen's  compensation.  Gompers'  eventual 
support  for  such  insurance  was  one  of  his  few  deviations  from  strict 
voluntarism.  Originally  he  objected  to  state-controlled  social  pro¬ 
grams  because  he  feared  that  the  state  might  use  its  control  to  limit 
strikes  and  boycotts  and  felt  that  workers  should  look  to  the  union 
for  social  insurance  programs.  By  1907,  however,  the  high  rate  of 
industrial  accidents  forced  Gompers  to  reverse  his  stand  on 
workmen's  compensation  on  the  grounds  that  only  when  employers 
were  forced  by  the  state  to  compensate  employees  would  shop  floor 
safety  conditions  improve. 
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53 

Aronowitz,  Stanley. 

Working  class  hero  :  a  new  strategy  for  labor  /  Stanley  Arono¬ 
witz.  —  New  York  :  Pilgrim  Press,  cl983.  —  xviii,  229  p. 

HD6508  .A756  1983 

Includes  bibliographical  references  and  index. 

Traces  Gompers'  shifting  philosophy  concerning  the  role  of  unions 
and  seeks  to  dispel  the  idea  that  he  opposed  social  unionism.  The 
author  argues  that  although  Gompers  opposed  an  independent  labor 
party,  he  committed  the  AFL  to  progressive  reform.  In  his  last 
twenty  years,  Gompers  became  the  “architect  of  a  new  labor 
philosophy  that  tacitly  recognized  American  capitalism's  unique 
place  in  the  world  market."  This  approach,  which  Aronow'itz  terms 
“corporativism,"  called  for  cooperation  with  government  leaders  and 
industrialists  to  win  better  conditions  for  the  worker. 


Gompers  in  1923  preparing  to  call  on  President  Calvin  Coolidge.  (LC-F81-26509) 
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American  Federation  of 
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54 

Commons,  John  Rogers,  1862-1945. 

History  of  labour  in  the  United  States  /  by  John  R.  Commons  [et 
al.J  ;  with  an  introductory  note  by  Henry  W.  Farnham.  —  New 
York  :  Macmillan  Co.,  1918-35.  —  4  v.  :  diagrs. 

HD8066  ,C7 

Bibliography:  v.  2,  p.  [539]-587 ;  v.  3,  p.  701-741 ;  v.  4,  p.  639-661. 
Contents:  v.  1.  Introduction  /  J.  R.  Commons;  Colonial  and  federal 
beginnings  (to  1827)  /  David  J.  Saposs;  Citizenship  (1827-1833)  / 
Helen  L.  Sumner;  Trade  unionism  (1833-1839)  /  E.  B.  Mittelman; 
Humanitarianism  (1840-1860)  /  H.  E.  Hoagland  —  v.  2.  Nationalisa¬ 
tion  (1860-1877)  /  John  B.  Andrews;  Upheaval  and  reorganization 
(since  1876)  /  Selig  Perlman  —  v.  3.  Introduction  to  volumes  III  and 
IV  /  J.  R.  Commons;  Working  conditions  /  D.  D.  Lescohier;  Labor 
legislation  /  Elizabeth  Brandeis  —  v.  4.  Labor  movements  /  Selig 
Perlman  and  Philip  Taft. 

Upon  the  guiding  philosophies  of  voluntarism  and  business 
unionism,  Gompers  built  a  craft-oriented  trade  union  movement. 
His  pure  and  simple  trade  union  ideology,  which  called  for  improved 
working  conditions  and  better  wages,  correctly  reflected  the  desires 
of  the  rank  and  file.  Only  after  a  leadership  based  on  these  prin¬ 
ciples  emerged  did  a  viable  union  movement  begin.  These  interpreta¬ 
tions  represent  what  became  known  as  the  Wisconsin  school  of  labor 
history.  Compiled  and  written  under  the  direction  of  John  R.  Com¬ 
mons,  a  labor  economist  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  this 
multivolume  history  set  forth  the  concepts  that  became  the  stan¬ 
dard  interpretation  of  the  labor  movement  for  several  decades. 

55 

Lorwin,  Lewis  Levitzki,  1883- 

The  American  Federation  of  Labor  :  history,  policies,  and  pros¬ 
pects  /  by  Lewis  L.  Lorwin,  with  the  assistance  of  Jean  Atherton 
Flexner.  —  Washington  :  The  Brookings  Institution,  1933.  —  xix, 
573  p. 

HD8055.A5  L6 

"References  for  Further  Reading":  p.  548-555. 

Reprinted  in  New  York  by  AMS  Press  in  1970. 

A  study  of  Gompers  within  the  context  of  the  AFL's  history  that 
is  more  factual  than  interpretive.  Lorwin  emphasizes  Gompers' 
dynamic  character  and  stresses  his  importance  in  both  the  successes 
and  the  failures  of  the  AFL.  Gompers'  recognition  of  the  uniqueness 
of  the  American  class  structure  determined  in  large  measure  the 
nature  of  the  labor  movement. 
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56 

Foner,  Philip  Sheldon. 

History  of  the  labor  movement  in  the  United  States  /  by  Philip 
S.  Foner.  -  New  York  :  International  Publishers,  [1947-82-  ].  — 

v.  (1-6-  ) 

HD6508  .F57 

"Reference  notes":  v.  1,  p.  525-559  ;  v.  2,  p.  440-474  ;  v.  3,  p.  439- 
470  ;  v.  4,  p.  559-596  ;  v.  5,  p.  [265]-283. 

Includes  bibliographical  references  and  index. 

Contents:  v.  1.  From  colonial  times  to  the  founding  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  —  v.  2.  From  the  founding  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  to  the  emergence  of  American  im¬ 
perialism  -  v.  3.  The  Policies  and  practices  of  the  American  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Labor,  1900-1909  -  v.  4.  The  Industrial  Workers  of  the  World, 
1905-1917  —v.  5.  The  AFL  in  the  progressive  era,  1910-1915  —  v. 
6.  On  the  eve  of  America's  entrance  into  World  War  I,  1915-1916  — 
This  multivolume  work  constitutes  the  first  major  challenge  to 
Commons'  study  of  the  labor  movement.  Foner  is  generally  critical 
of  Gompers,  noting  that,  as  the  leading  proponent  of  the  business 
values  of  unionism,  he  misrepresented  the  rank  and  file.  Consis¬ 
tently  ignoring  the  militant  demands  of  the  ordinary  worker, 
Gompers  served  as  a  mediator  between  the  worker  and  capital  rather 
than  as  a  representative  of  labor.  This  behavior  was  exemplified  by 
his  participation  in  the  National  Civic  Federation,  where  corporate 
members  succeeded  in  convincing  labor  leaders  to  collaborate  with 
employers,  thus  robbing  workers  of  their  militancy  and  the  spirit 
of  their  class. 
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Fine,  Sidney. 

The  eight-hour  day  movement  in  the  United  States,  1889-1891.  — 

In  Mississippi  Valley  historical  review.  —  Vol.  40  (Dec.  1953)  ; 
p.  441-462. 

E171  .J82 

Organized  labor's  drive  for  the  universal  eight-hour  day  was  one 
of  the  most  significant  features  of  its  early  history.  Fine  shows  how 
Gompers  as  president  of  the  AFL  led  and  interacted  with  the  move¬ 
ment.  Gompers'  enthusiasm  went  beyond  his  desire  to  win  the 
eight-hour  day,  for  he  hoped  to  use  the  issue  as  a  rallying  point  for 
revitalizing  the  labor  movement  in  general. 

58 

Weimer,  David  Rhoads. 

Myth  in  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  1880-1914.  —  1954  — 
330  p. 

Thesis  (Ph.D.)  — University  of  Minnesota. 
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Abstracted  in  Dissertation  Abstracts,  Vol.  15  (no.  10, 1955) ;  p.  1844. 
Explains  how  Gompers  used  such  symbols  as  the  union  label  and 
the  Oriental  coolie  to  obtain  the  ends  he  desired.  Weimer  also 
discusses  how  Gompers  himself  was  used  as  a  symbol  by  other  AFL 
leaders. 

59 

Mandel,  Bernard. 

Samuel  Gompers  and  the  establishment  of  American  Federation 
of  Labor  policies  —  In  Social  science.  —  Vol.  31  (June  1956)  ; 
p.  165-176. 

HI  .S55 

To  support  his  contention  that  Gompers  changed  from  a  radical 
agitator  to  an  opportunistic  bureaucrat,  Mandel  examines  his  reversal 
on  the  following  five  issues:  industrial  unionism,  a  strike  fund  ad¬ 
ministered  by  the  AFL,  the  drive  for  the  universal  eight-hour  day, 
the  organization  of  the  steel  industry,  and  the  unionization  of  black 
workers.  In  each  case,  Mandel  concludes  that  Gompers  reversed 
his  stand  and  acceded  to  the  wishes  of  more  conservative  labor 
leaders. 
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Green,  Marguerite. 

The  National  Civic  Federation  and  the  American  labor  movement, 
1900-1925.  —  Washington  :  Catholic  University  of  America  Press, 
1956.  —  xii,  537  p. 

HD8072  .G786 

One  of  Gompers'  constant  quests  was  to  bring  labor  respectability. 
The  National  Civic  Federation  (NCF)  represented  an  attempt  to  bring 
capital  and  labor  together  in  order  to  mitigate  the  industrial  prob¬ 
lems  of  the  early  twentieth-century.  Gompers  joined  such  capitalists 
as  August  Belmont,  Mark  Hanna,  and  Seth  Low  to  work  for  indus¬ 
trial  peace.  Although  constantly  criticized  by  many  within  labor's 
ranks  for  his  participation,  Gompers  remained  one  of  the  federa¬ 
tion's  leaders.  This  detailed  examination  of  Gompers'  role  in  the  NCF 
shows  him  in  a  very  favorable  light. 
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Taft,  Philip. 

The  A.  F.  of  L.  in  the  time  of  Gompers.  —  [1st  ed.].  —  New  York  : 
Harper,  [1957],  —  xx,  508  p. 

HD8055.A5  T3 

Bibliographic  footnotes. 

Reprinted  in  New  York  by  Octagon  Books  in  1970. 
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This  work,  the  first  of  a  two-volume  institutional  history  of  the 
AFL,  emphasizes  Gompers'  role  in  its  growth,  failures,  and  suc¬ 
cesses.  Using  a  topical  approach,  the  author  discusses  virtually  every 
aspect  of  the  federation's  history  as  well  as  Gompers'  and  the  AFL's 
attitudes  toward  such  topics  as  immigration,  the  black  worker,  the 
National  Civic  Federation,  and  American  imperialism.  Taft's  inter¬ 
pretations  reflect  his  adherence  to  the  Wisconsin  school  of  thought 
and  provide  a  major  defense  of  Gompers. 

62 

Grob,  Gerald  N. 

Workers  and  Utopia  :  a  study  of  ideological  conflict  in  the  Ameri¬ 
can  labor  movement,  1865-1900.  —  Evanston,  Ill.  :  Northwestern 
University  Press,  1961.  —  220  p. 

HD6508  .G83 

Grob  sets  the  stage  for  an  explanation  of  the  ascendancy  of  the 
AFL  by  discussing  the  two  other  major  post-Civil  War  union 
movements,  the  National  Labor  Union  and  the  Knights  of  Labor. 
He  explains  how  both  drew  on  an  American  tradition  of  reform 
unionism  that  began  in  the  Jacksonian  era  but  failed  because  they 
did  not  successfully  react  to  the  industrial  revolution.  Gompers,  an 
immigrant  and  less  influenced  by  the  native  tradition,  drew  upon 
the  lessons  of  these  failures  and  the  various  ideologies  of  his  era 
to  develop  the  most  viable  concept:  trade  unionism.  Unlike  other 
national  labor  leaders,  Gompers  succeeded  because  he  was  able  to 
elicit  rank-and-file  support  and  because  the  AFL  harmonized  with 
its  environment. 

63 

Williamson,  John. 

Some  strands  from  the  past  :  the  Y.W.L.  meets  Gompers.  -  In 
Political  affairs.  -  Vol.  44  (Sept.  1965)  ;  p.  36-45. 

HX1  .P57 

Williamson  was  a  member  of  the  Communist  Party's  Young 
Workers  League,  which  in  1933  challenged  Gompers  and  the  AFL 
to  open  membership  to  younger  workers,  arguing  that  if  someone 
fifteen  or  sixteen  years  old  was  forced  to  work,  that  person  had  a 
right  to  join  a  union.  Williamson  discusses  Gompers'  response  to 
this  challenge. 

64 

Zerzan,  John. 

Understanding  the  anti-radicalism  of  the  National  Civic  Federa¬ 
tion  .  —  In  International  review  of  social  history.  —  Vol.  19  (Part  2 
1974)  ;  p.  194-210. 
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Seeks  to  repudiate  previous  interpretations  of  Gompers'  role  in 
the  National  Civic  Federation  (NCF).  Zerzan  argues  that  Marguerite 
Green,  Philip  S.  Foner,  and  Ronald  Radosh  have  all  misinterpreted 
the  genesis  of  the  NCF's  antiradicalism.  Rather  than  emanating  from 
corporate  leaders,  the  antiradicalism  of  the  NCF  was  inspired  and 
supported  by  Gompers  and  other  labor  leaders,  who  wanted  to  con¬ 
trol  and  to  redirect  militant  and  radical  unionism. 
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Kaufman,  Stuart  Bruce. 

Birth  of  a  federation  :  Mr.  Gompers'  endeavor  "not  to  build  a  bub¬ 
ble."  —  In  Monthly  labor  review.  —  Vol.  104  (Nov.  1981) ;  p.  23-26. 

HD8051  .A78 

Using  excerpts  from  the  Pittsburgh  Commercial  Gazette,  Kaufman 
describes  the  organizing  convention  of  the  Federation  of  Organized 
Trades  and  Labor  Unions  of  the  United  States  (FOTLU),  the  forerun¬ 
ner  of  the  AFL.  Although  Gompers  was  not  the  commanding  figure 
in  FOTLU  that  he  was  in  the  AFL,  he  played  a  prominent  role  in 
its  foundation.  His  goal  in  Pittsburgh  was  "not  to  air  his  opinions, 
but  to  work,  not  to  build  a  bubble,  but  to  lay  the  foundation  for  a 
superstructure  that  could  be  solid  and  that  would  be  a  true  federa¬ 
tion  of  trade  unions." 
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Goldberg,  Joseph  P. 

The  AFL  and  a  national  BLS  :  labor's  role  is  crystallized  /  by  Joseph 

P.  Goldberg  and  William  T.  Mayo.  —  In  Monthly  labor  review.  — 

Vol.  105  (Mar.  1982)  ;  p.  21-29. 

HD8051  .A78 

Traces  the  relationship  of  the  AFL  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
(BLS).  Despite  his  basic  mistrust  of  government  Gompers  supported 
BLS  commissioners,  because  he  believed  that  only  a  government 
entity  could  convince  Congress  of  the  conditions  facing  the  American 
worker.  The  bureau's  impartial  reporting  of  the  1902  anthracite  coal 
strike  and  the  1903-4  strike  in  the  Colorado  gold  fields  worked  to 
labor's  advantage,  and  continuing  studies  by  the  BLS  did  heighten 
congressional  awareness.  Gompers,  in  turn,  championed  the 
bureau's  campaign  for  a  cabinet  department. 


Politics 
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Bernstein,  Irving. 


31 


Samuel  Gompers  and  free  silver,  1896.  -  In  Mississippi  Valley  his¬ 
torical  review.  —  Vol.  29  (Dec.  1942)  ;  p.  394-408. 

E171  .J87 

Makes  reference  to  Gompers  writings  about  the  election  of  1896 
to  explain  why  he  kept  the  AFL  out  of  politics.  Political  activity,  he 
wrote,  was  not  only  infeasible  but  dangerous;  economic  activity  had 
to  be  the  basis  of  trade  unionism.  Gompers  believed  that  political 
involvement  was  desirable  only  when  the  right  of  collective  bargain¬ 
ing  was  jeopardized. 

68 

Karson,  Marc. 

American  labor  unions  and  politics  /  Forward  by  Selig  Perlman.  — 
Carbondale  :  Southern  Illinois  University  Press,  1958- 
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Bibliography:  v  [1]  p.  333-345. 

Contents:  [1]  1900-1915  - 

Gompers  consistently  opposed  socialist  efforts  to  become  a  major 
force  in  the  AFL  and  to  move  the  organization  in  a  partisan  direc¬ 
tion.  He  sought  to  use  politics  only  to  ensure  che  right  of  workers 
to  bargain  collectively,  not  to  improve  social  conditions. 

69 

Grob,  Gerald  N. 

Origins  of  the  political  philosophy  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  1886-1891.  — 

In  Review  of  politics.  —  Vol.  22  (Oct.  1960)  ;  p.  496-518. 

JA1  ,R4 

Learning  from  the  failed  policies  of  the  National  Labor  Union  and 
the  Knights  of  Labor,  Gompers  advised  the  AFL  to  reject  populism 
and  socialism.  He  successfully  urged  the  federation  not  to  ally  with 
farmers  and  to  reject  the  socialists'  program  of  collective  ownership 
of  the  means  of  production.  Grob  also  examines  the  causes  for  which 
the  AFL  did  lobby:  abolishment  of  child  labor,  liability  of  owners 
for  injury  and  death,  and  total  exclusion  of  Chinese  immigrants. 

70 

Scheinberg,  Stephen  J. 

Theodore  Roosevelt  and  the  A.  F.  of  L.'s  entry  into  politics,  1906- 
1908.  —  In  Labor  histonp  —  Vol.  3  (spring  1962)  ;  p.  131-148. 

HD4802  .L435 

Bibliographic  footnotes. 

Discusses  Gompers'  venture  into  partisan  politics  following  the 
election  of  several  anti-union  candidates  supported  by  the  National 
Asssociation  of  Manufacturers  and  several  devastating  court  deci¬ 
sions.  Scheinberg  examines  the  AFL's  failed  attempt  to  defeat 
Republican  Charles  Littlefield  of  Maine  and  Speaker  of  the  House 
Joseph  Cannon  in  1906  and  its  activities  in  the  1908  election. 
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Gompers  testifying  before  the  Federal  Commission  on  Industrial  Relations  in  New  York 
City.  (LC-USZ62-63627) 
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71 

Smith,  John  S. 

Organized  labor  and  government  in  the  Wilson  era  ;  1913-1931  : 

some  conclusions.  —  In  Labor  history.  —  Vol.  3  (summer  1962)  ; 
p.  265-286. 

HD4802  .L435 

Bibliographic  footnotes. 

Discusses  the  tremendous  success  enjoyed  by  labor  during  the 
Wilson  administration  and  details  the  relationship  between 
Gompers,  President  Wilson,  and  Secretary  of  Labor  William  B. 
Wilson.  Smith  concentrates  on  the  rapport  enjoyed  by  Gompers  and 
the  president  because  of  the  common  ideological  ground  they 
shared. 

72 

Drescher,  Nuala  McGann. 

Organized  labor  and  the  eighteenth  amendment.  —  In  Labor  his¬ 
tory.  -  Vol.  8  (fall  1967)  ;  p.  280-291. 

HD4802  .L435 

Bibliographic  footnotes. 

Organized  labor  opposed  the  ratification  of  the  eighteenth  amend¬ 
ment,  fearing  that  saloons,  the  favorite  gathering  places  for  workers, 
would  close  and  thousands  of  union  members  would  be  thrown  out 
of  work.  Drescher  examines  Gompers'  efforts  to  defeat  the  Volstead 
Act  and  the  eighteenth  amendment  and  suggests  that  the  AFL  failed 
to  articulate  its  opposition  in  a  forceful  manner. 

73 

Walker,  Roger  W. 

The  A.F.L.  and  child-labor  legislation  :  an  exercise  in  frustra¬ 
tion.  —  In  Labor  history.  —  Vol.  11  (summer  1970)  ;  p.  323-340. 

HD4802  .L435 

The  AFL's  crusade  for  child  labor  legislation  demonstrated  one 
of  Gompers'  deviations  from  strict  voluntarism.  This  issue  also 
marked  one  of  the  few  times  when  the  AFL  cooperated  with  reform 
groups  for  a  legislative  end.  Walker  examines  several  examples  of 
Gompers'  unconditional  support  for  child-labor  legislation  and  notes 
that  he  was  particularly  interested  in  using  such  legislation  to  im¬ 
prove  conditions  for  southern  Negro  children. 

74 

Vale,  Vivian. 

The  voluntarism  of  Samuel  Gompers.  —  In  his  Labour  in  American 
politics.  —  London  :  Routledge  &  K.  Paul,  [1971].  —  p.  [25]-30. 

HD8076  .V34  1971b 

After  describing  Gompers'  belief  in  conservative  syndicalism  and 
labor's  sanguine  attitude  toward  the  future,  Vale  explores  what  this 
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meant  for  organized  labor  in  terms  of  political  action.  He  argues  that 
Gompers  led  the  AFL  in  being  partisan  for  a  principle,  not  a  party. 
Interested  primarily  in  establishing  a  favorable  climate  for  collective 
bargaining,  the  AFL  addressed  its  political  action  to  that  concern. 

75 

Petterchak,  Janice  A. 

Conflict  of  ideals,  Samuel  Gompers  v.  "Uncle  Joe"  Cannon.  — 

In  Journal  of  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Society.  —  Vol.  74  (spring 
1981)  ;  p.  31-40. 

F536  .118 

Focuses  on  the  controversy  over  Cannon's  appointments  to  the 
House  Labor  Committee  and  his  vehement  opposition  to  the  Pearre 
bill,  which  would  have  outlawed  the  use  of  the  injunction  against 
striking  workers.  That  volatile  struggle  led  to  the  AFL's  entry  into 
partisan  politics  and  its  involvement  in  the  presidential  election  two 
years  later. 


Minorities  and  Women 
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Mann,  Arthur. 

Gompers  and  the  irony  of  racism. 

(June  1953)  ;  p.  203-214. 


—  In  Antioch  review.  —  Vol.  13 
AP2  .A562 


Explores  the  nature  of  Gompers'  racism  by  examining  his  attitudes 
toward  Orientals  and  the  "new  immigrants"  from  southern  and  cen¬ 
tral  Europe.  Gompers'  support  of  immigration  controls  resulted  not 
just  from  a  desire  to  restrict  the  supply  of  labor  but  also  from  racist 
beliefs.  He  particularly  supported  the  exclusion  of  Orientals,  believ¬ 
ing  that  they  were  congenitally  immoral.  After  1900  Gompers  expanded 
his  opposition  to  the  "new  immigrant"  and  supported  the  Lodge- 
Corliss  literacy  test.  Mann  suggests  that  this  attempt  to  guard  racial 
purity  was  hypocritical  because  Gompers  was  an  immigrant  himself. 
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Mandel,  Bernard. 

Samuel  Gompers  and  the  Negro  workers,  1886-1914.  —  In  Jour¬ 
nal  of  Negro  history.  —  Vol.  40  (Jan.  1955)  ;  p.  34-60. 

E185  .J87 

Believes  that  Gompers'  progression  from  a  militant  labor  leader 
to  a  status  quo  bureaucrat  can  be  seen  in  his  changing  attitudes 
toward  black  workers.  At  first  he  supported  the  organization  of 
blacks  on  an  equal  basis  not  because  of  any  broad  vision  of  labor 
solidarity  but  to  keep  them  from  working  for  cheaper  wages.  This 
attitude  allowed  Gompers  to  retreat  easily  and  irreversibly  into  a 
Jim  Crow  philosophy  after  1900. 
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78 

Grob,  Gerald. 

Organized  labor  and  the  Negro  worker,  1865-1900.  -  In  Labor  his¬ 
tory.  -  Vol.  2  (spring  1960)  ;  p.  164-176. 

HD4802  .L435 

Bibliographic  footnotes. 

Gompers  firmly  opposed  making  distinctions  between  white  and 
black  workers  and  attempted  to  persuade  the  affiliates  to  eliminate 
the  color  line.  By  1900,  however,  Gompers  submitted  to  pressure 
applied  by  member  unions  and  began  to  support  separate  but  equal 
unions  for  blacks. 

79 

Levine,  Daniel. 

Gompers  and  racism  :  strategy  of  limited  objectives.  -  In  Mid- 
America,  an  historical  review.  -  Vol.  43  (Apr.  1961)  ;  p.  106-113. 

BX1415.I3  M5 

Responding  directly  to  Mandel  and  Mann,  Levine  argues  that  both 
authors  have  misunderstood  the  nature  of  Gompers'  racism  and 
have  distorted  his  beliefs  about  equality  for  minorities.  Gompers  saw 
himself  not  as  a  reformer  but  as  a  military  commander  protecting 
labor  from  its  enemies.  The  equality  of  blacks,  like  women's  suf¬ 
frage,  was  a  reform  issue  and  not  a  principal  concern  of  the  trade 
union  movement.  It  is  in  this  context  that  Gompers'  views  on  the 
rights  of  blacks  and  his  opposition  to  immigration  must  be 
understood. 

80 

Hill,  Herbert. 

Racial  practices  of  organized  labor— in  the  age  of  Gompers  and 
after.  —  In  New  politics.  —  Vol.  4  (spring  1965)  ;  p.  26-46. 

HX1  .N57 

Bibliographic  footnotes. 

An  expanded  version  of  this  article  was  published  in  Employment, 
Race  and  Poverty  edited  by  Arthur  M.  Ross  and  Herbert  Hill  (New 
York  :  Harcourt,  Brace  &  World,  1967). 

Although  Gompers  at  one  time  advocated  the  organization  of  black 
workers  on  an  equal  basis,  he  gradually  began  to  ignore  the 
discriminatory  practices  of  the  affiliated  unions.  While  he  was  able 
to  convince  some  union  leaders  to  strike  the  offending  clauses  from 
their  constitutions,  he  consistently  ignored  discriminatory  practices 
in  initiation  rites.  After  1900  Gompers  became  less  interested  in  end¬ 
ing  discrimination  and  thereby  tacitly  endorsed  a  Jim  Crow  tradi¬ 
tion  that  persisted  in  the  AFL  for  many  years. 
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81 

Kenneally,  James  Joseph. 

Women  and  trade  unions  1870-1920  :  the  quandary  of  the 
reformer  /  by  James  J.  Kenneally.  —  In  Labor  history.  —  Vol.  14 
(winter  1973)  ;  p.  42-55. 

HD4802  .L435 

Bibliographic  footnotes. 

Finds  that  the  AFL  was  marginally  more  favorable  to  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  women  than  were  the  National  Labor  Union  and  the  Knights 
of  Labor.  Gompers  believed  that  women  had  the  right  to  work  but 
that  their  place  was  in  the  home.  As  president  of  the  AFL,  Gompers 
treated  the  Women's  Trade  Union  League  with  suspicion  and  only 
half-heartedly  supported  its  attempts  to  organize  women. 
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Kenneally,  James  Joseph. 

Women  and  American  trade  unions  /  James  J.  Kenneally.  —  St. 
Albans,  Vt.  :  Eden  Press,  cl978.  —  ii,  240  p.  —  (Monographs  in 
women's  studies) 

HD6079.2.U5  K45 

Includes  bibliographical  references  and  index.  In  a  more  detailed 
account  of  the  issue  than  that  presented  in  the  article  cited  above 
(item  81),  the  author  credits  Gompers  for  promoting  the  activities 
of  women  who  served  the  federation's  goals.  His  relationships  with 
Mary  E.  Kenney,  Eva  MacDonald,  and  Lucy  Lang  Robins  are 
discussed,  as  is  his  support  of  such  issues  as  women's  suffrage.  But 
in  the  end,  Kenneally  concludes,  Gompers'  dedication  to  skilled  craft 
unionism  together  with  his  misgivings  about  working  women 
limited  his  support  of  their  unionization. 


Socialism 
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Foner,  Philip  Sheldon. 

Samuel  Gompers  to  Frederick  Engels  :  a  letter.  —  In  Labor  his¬ 
tory.  —  Vol.  11  (spring  1970)  ;  p.  207-211. 

HD4802  .L435 

Foner  argues  that  Gompers  was  a  radical  in  his  early  days  and 
uses  this  letter  to  prove  his  point.  At  the  1890  AFL  convention, 
Gompers  defeated  an  attempt  of  the  American  section  of  the  Socialist 
Labor  party  to  affiliate  with  a  central  labor  union  in  New  York  City. 
American  socialists  used  the  incident  as  an  example  of  Gompers' 
antisocialism.  To  refute  this  assertion,  Gompers  wrote  this  letter  to 
Engels. 
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Gompers'  casket  leaves  the  AFL  building  as  mourners  gather.  (LC-F8-33536) 
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84 

Laslett,  John  H.  M. 

Samuel  Gompers  to  Frederick  Engels  :  an  excerpt  from  the  1890 
S.L.P.  debate.  -  In  Labor  history.  -  Vol.  11  (fall  1970) ;  p.  531-535. 

HD4802  .L435 

Provides  a  rejoinder  to  Foner's  article  by  arguing  that  Gompers' 
antisocialist  tendencies  were  already  manifest  at  the  time  of  the 
debate  over  the  Socialist  Labor  Party.  Laslett  uses  portions  of  the 
debate  to  show  that  Gompers  believed  that  "trade  unions  were  the 
only  organization  workers  should  support." 

85 

Dick,  William  M. 

Labor  and  socialism  in  America  :  the  Gompers  era  /  by  William 
M.  Dick.  —  Port  Washington,  N.Y.  :  Kennikat  Press,  1972.  — 
211  p.  —  (Kennikat  Press  national  university  publications.  Series 
in  American  studies) 

HD6508  ,D5 

Bibliography:  p.  188-203. 

Argues  that  the  AFL's  conservative  leadership  was  an  important 
factor  in  limiting  the  development  of  a  strong  socialist  movement 
in  the  United  States.  Gompers  was  a  conservative  syndicalist,  rely¬ 
ing  on  economic  rather  than  political  actions.  Dick  finds  Gompers' 
devotion  to  this  philosophy  short-sighted.  The  mass  base  which 
labor  lent  to  the  development  of  democratic  socialism  in  Europe  did 
not  emerge  in  America. 
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Ostrander,  Gilman  M. 

The  Revolution  mislaid  :  socialism  and  the  trade  unions 
revisited.  -  In  Canadian  review  of  American  studies.  -  Vol.  4  (spring 
1973)  ;  p.  107-111. 

F1029.5.U6  C35 

Ostrander's  review  essay  of  William  Dick's  Labor  and  Socialism  in 
America  criticizes  Dick's  conclusion.  He  argues  that  the  failure  of 
socialism  resulted  less  from  Gompers'  influence  and  more  from  the 
Socialist  party's  inability  "to  fire  the  imagination  and  secure  the 
loyalties  of  American  workers  and  intellectuals  alike." 

87 

Weinstein,  James. 

Labor  and  socialism  in  America.  —  In  Labor  history.  —  Vol.  14  (Sum¬ 
mer  1973)  ;  p.  429-434. 

HD4802  .L435 
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Provides  a  critical  review  of  William  Dick's  interpretation  of  the 
American  labor  movement,  American  socialism,  and  Gompers. 
Weinstein  argues  that  Dick  concentrated  far  too  much  on  Gompers' 
words  and  not  enough  on  the  political  context  of  the  era.  By  doing 
so  he  ignored  the  feelings  of  the  rank  and  file  and  missed  the  fact 
that  had  Gompers  remained  a  socialist,  he  would  have  been  voted 
out  of  office. 

88 

Holt,  James. 

The  trade  unions  and  socialism  in  the  United  States.  —  In  Jour¬ 
nal  of  American  studies  (Great  Britain).  —  Vol.  7  (Dec.  1973)  ; 
p.  321-327. 

E151  .J6 

This  review  essay  argues  that  William  Dick  misinterpreted  the 
power  of  Gompers'  position  as  president  of  the  AFL;  his  attitudes 
on  socialism  were  virtually  the  same  as  most  other  leaders  in  the 
AFL. 

89 

Klehr,  Harvey. 

Lenin  on  American  socialist  leaders  and  on  Samuel  Gompers.  — 

In  Labor  history.  —  Vol.  17  (spring  1976)  ;  p.  265-270. 
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Lenin  believed  that  Gompers  was  the  greatest  of  the  American 
class  traitors.  He  accused  him  of  being  bourgeois  and  severely 
attacked  him  for  supporting  the  entrv  of  the  United  States  into  World 
War  I. 

World  War  I 

90 

Baruch,  Bernard  M. 

My  reminiscences  of  Samuel  Gompers.  —  In  New  leader.  —  Vol.  33 
(Oct.  30,  1950)  ;  p.  13-18. 

HX1  .N37 

Baruch,  an  adviser  to  presidents  and  a  leading  industrialist, 
became  closely  associated  with  Gompers  during  World  War  I  when 
they  both  served  on  the  Advisory  Commission  to  the  Council  of 
National  Defense.  This  memoir,  written  at  the  request  of  the  AFL's 
Gompers  centennial  committee,  relates  a  number  of  episodes  in 
which  Gompers  not  only  protected  but  increased  the  rights  of  labor. 
Baruch  was  especially  impressed  by  the  strength  of  Gompers'  ethical 
commitment  to  the  interests  of  labor. 
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91 

Krivy,  Leonard  Philip. 

American  organized  labor  and  the  First  World  War,  1917-1918  : 

a  history  of  labor  problems  and  the  development  of  a  government 
war  labor  program.  —  1965.  —  375  p. 

Thesis  (Ph.D.)  — New  York  University. 

Abstracted  in  Dissertation  Abstracts,  Vol.  29  (No.  2,  1968) ;  p.  544. 
Discusses  Gompers'  conversion  from  pacifist  to  full-fledged  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  war  effort.  Krivy  examines  Gompers'  efforts  to  con¬ 
vince  both  labor  leaders  and  the  rank  and  file  to  back  this  effort. 
For  the  leaders,  Gompers  initiated  a  series  of  conferences;  for  the 
worker  he  established  the  American  Alliance  for  Labor  and 
Democracy  to  provide  war-related  information. 

92 

Grubbs,  Frank  L. 

Council  and  alliance  labor  propaganda,  1917-1919.  —  In  Labor  his¬ 
tory.  —  Vol.  7  (spring  1966)  ;  p.  156-172. 

HD4802  .L435 

Gompers  established  and  used  the  Alliance  for  Labor  and 
Democracy  to  counteract  the  efforts  of  the  pacifist  Peoples  Council 
of  America  for  Democracy  and  Terms  of  Peace,  which  charged  that 
American  workers  had  little  to  gain  by  the  defeat  of  Germany. 
Through  the  Alliance,  Gompers  sought  to  convince  workers  that 
the  war  provided  a  unique  opportunity  for  them  to  gain  benefits 
and  respectability.  He  even  recruited  the  noted  labor  economist  John 
R.  Commons  to  write  pamphlets  promoting  those  ideas. 

93 

Grubbs,  Frank  L. 

The  struggle  for  labor  loyalty  :  Gompers,  the  A.F.  of  L.,  and  the 
pacifists,  1917-1920  /  [by]  Frank  L.  Grubbs,  Jr.  —  Durham,  N.C.  : 
Duke  University  Press,  1968.  —  viii,  172  p. 
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Bibliography:  p.  154-161. 

A  discussion  of  the  ongoing  battle  for  labor  support  that  was 
fought  between  the  Peoples  Council  of  America  for  Democracy  and 
Terms  of  Peace  and  the  American  Alliance  for  Labor  and  Democracy. 
Grubbs  also  examines  Gompers'  deep  commitment  to  President 
Wilson's  program  and  labor's  important  role  in  the  war  effort. 

94 

Clifford,  John  Garry. 

Leonard  Wood,  Samuel  Gompers  and  the  Plattsburg  training 
camps.  —  In  New  York  history.  —  Vol.  52  (Apr.  1971) ;  p.  169-189. 

Fll  .N865 
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Despite  the  differences  between  Wood,  the  military  leader,  and 
Gompers  the  pacifist,  the  two  found  they  did  in  fact  have  much  in 
common.  In  1915  they  began  to  exchange  letters  about  the  army 
training  camps  at  Plattsburg,  which  reveal  Gompers'  changing  atti¬ 
tudes  on  preparedness.  His  major  criticism  of  the  camps  was  their 
exclusivity;  he  believed  that  they  should  have  trained  more  recruits 
from  the  working  class. 

95 

Cuff,  Robert  D. 

Samuel  Gompers,  Leonard  Wood  and  military  preparedness.  - 

In  Labor  history.  —  Vol.  22  (spring  1971)  ;  p.  280-288. 
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This  collection  of  letters  provides  an  understanding  of  Gompers' 
changing  ideas  on  military  training. 

96 

Grubbs,  Frank  L. 

Organized  labor  and  the  League  to  Enforce  Peace.  —  In  Labor  his¬ 
tory.  —  Vol.  14  (spring  1973)  ;  p.  247-258. 

HD4802  .L435 

Bibliographic  footnotes. 

Focuses  on  organized  labor's  increasing  involvement  in  the  League 
to  Enforce  the  Peace,  an  organization  originally  composed  of  civic 
leaders  (many  of  them  anti-union)  dedicated  to  establishing  a  league 
of  nations.  When  league  leaders  realized  the  need  for  broader  sup¬ 
port,  they  turned  to  Gompers  and  the  AFL.  Grubbs  discusses  the 
league's  efforts,  Gompers'  role,  and  the  organization's  eventual 
failure  to  win  approval  for  the  Treaty  of  Versailles. 

97 

Larson,  Simeon. 

The  American  Federation  of  Labor  and  the  preparedness  con¬ 
troversy.  —  In  Historian.  —  Vol.  37  (Nov.  1974)  ;  p.  67-81. 

D1  .H22 

Although  President  Wilson  initially  resisted  preparedness  on  the 
grounds  that  labor  would  oppose  such  a  move,  he  began  to  move 
in  that  direction  during  1915  and  1916.  To  ensure  labor's  support, 
Wilson  called  for  and  received  the  unqualified  backing  of  Gompers. 
Gompers,  however,  was  unsuccessful  in  his  attempts  to  convince 
workers  to  support  this  effort,  for  they  could  not  be  convinced  that 
a  large  standing  army  and  a  strengthened  National  Guard  were 
necessary  during  peacetime. 

98 

Larson,  Simeon. 

Labor  and  foreign  policy  :  Gompers,  the  AFL,  and  the  First  World 
War,  1914-1918.  —  Rutherford,  N.J.  :  Fairleigh  Dickinson  Univer¬ 
sity  Press,  1974,  c!975.  -  176  p. 
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Bibliography:  p.  162-170. 

In  an  examination  of  Gompers'  impact  on  American  foreign  policy 
from  1914  to  1918,  Larson  asserts  that  this  leader's  consuming  desire 
to  obtain  a  position  of  respect  for  labor  relegated  working-class  inter¬ 
ests  to  a  secondary  position  during  the  war.  In  the  postwar  era, 
however,  most  of  organized  labor's  initial  gains  were  lost.  The  author 
holds  Gompers  responsible  for  this  minimal  achievement. 

99 

Grubbs,  Frank  L. 

Samuel  Gompers  and  the  great  war  :  protecting  labor's  standards  / 
Frank  L.  Grubbs,  Jr.  —  Wake  Forest,  N.C.  :  Meridional  Publica¬ 
tions  ;  Raleigh,  N.C.  :  Available  from  Dept,  of  History,  Meredith 
College,  cl982.  —  183  p. 
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Describes  how  Gompers  dealt  with  preparedness,  America's  entry 
into  the  war,  stronger  governmental  control  of  the  economy,  and 
the  rising  influence  of  big  business.  Grubbs  finds  Gompers'  war¬ 
time  policy  of  protecting  labor's  standards  to  be  wanting.  He  con¬ 
ceded  too  many  demands  too  quickly  and  deluded  himself  and  other 
labor  leaders  into  thinking  that  the  administration  was  overwhelm¬ 
ingly  sympathetic  to  labor.  Gompers  not  only  failed  to  prepare 
organized  labor  for  the  devastation  of  the  postwar  period  but  also 
failed  to  react  to  problems  once  they  occurred. 

Foreign  Policy 

100 

Appel,  John  C. 

The  relationship  of  American  labor  to  United  States  imperialism, 
1895-1905.  -  1950. 

Thesis  (Ph.D.)  —  University  of  Wisconsin. 

101 

McKee,  Delber  Lee. 

The  American  Federation  of  Labor  and  American  foreign  policy, 
1886-1912.  -  1953.  -  291  p. 

Thesis  (Ph.D.)  — Stanford  University. 

Abstracted  in  Dissertation  Abstracts,  Vol.  13  (No.  2,  1968) ;  p.  224 
(00-04681). 

Using  Gompers  as  the  focal  point,  McKee  presents  a  survey  of 
AFL  attitudes  on  American  foreign  policy  and  seeks  to  correct  the 
view  of  the  Commons  school  that  the  AFL's  only  foreign  policy  con¬ 
cern  was  immigration.  From  a  study  of  Gompers'  editorials  in  the 
American  Federationist ,  McKee  shows  that  the  major  concern  of  the 
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federation  was  peace,  with  a  commitment  to  national  self¬ 
determinism,  democracy,  and  international  cooperation.  Gompers 
urged  AFL  support  for  a  free  Cuba,  opposed  colonial  expansion, 
supported  the  Russian  Revolution  of  1905,  and  worked  for  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  International  Conference  at  the  Hague  in  1907. 

102 

Appel,  John  C. 

The  unionization  of  Florida  cigarmakers  and  the  coming  of  the 
war  with  Spain.  —  In  Hispanic  American  historical  review.  —  Vol. 
36  (Feb.  1956)  ;  p.  38-49. 

F1401  .H66 

Argues  that  Gompers'  support  of  Cuban  independence  was  more 
related  to  a  large  influx  of  Cuban  cigarmakers  into  the  United  States 
who  were  proving  difficult  to  organize  than  to  the  desirability  of 
winning  freedom  for  the  Cubans.  Gompers  believed  that  once 
Spanish  rule  was  ended,  Cubans  could  be  organized  and  would  be 
less  likely  to  emigrate. 

103 

McKee,  Delber  Lee. 

Samuel  Gompers,  the  A.  F.  of  L.  and  imperialism,  1895-1900 

Delber  L.  McKee.  -  In  Historian.  -  Vol.  21  (Feb.  1959) ;  p.  187-199. 

D1  .H22 

By  studying  Gompers'  and  the  AFL's  reaction  to  the  Cuban  revolu¬ 
tion,  the  Spanish-American  War,  the  annexation  of  Hawaii,  and  the 
Treaty  of  Paris  (1898),  the  author  demonstrates  that  Gompers  moved 
from  a  concentration  on  domestic  affairs  into  a  concern  with 
America's  role  in  the  world.  By  defining  imperialism  and  showing 
what  it  meant  for  the  American  worker,  Gompers  and  the  AFL 
moved  squarely  into  the  anti-imperialist  camp. 

104 

Davis,  Horace  B. 

American  labor  and  imperialism  prior  to  World  War  I.  —  In 

Science  and  society.  -  Vol.  27  (winter  1963)  ;  p.  70-76. 

microfilm  (o)  82/210 

Organized  labor  has  not  always  supported  American  foreign 
policy.  Gompers  and  labor  opposed  the  annexation  of  territories  not 
from  a  feeling  of  solidarity  with  colonial  workers  but  out  of  a  desire 
to  protect  American  workers  from  cheap  labor. 

105 

Snow,  Sinclair. 

The  Pan-American  Federation  of  Labor.  -  Durham,  N.C.  :  Duke 
University  Press,  1964.  -  vii,  159  p. 
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Bibliography:  p.  [151J-154. 

Gompers,  the  catalyst  and  major  proponent  of  the  Pan  American 
Federation  of  Labor  (PAFL),  sought  to  solidify  hemispheric  labor 
support  of  the  Allied  war  effort  and  to  set  up  a  federation  of  labor 
associations  representing  the  republics  of  the  western  hemisphere. 
Snow  clearly  demonstrates  that  Gompers  dominated  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  and  the  course  of  PAFL  activities. 

106 

Toth,  Charles  W. 

The  Pan  American  Federation  of  Labor  :  its  political  nature.  — 
In  Western  political  quarterly.  —  Vol.  18  (Sept.  1965)  ;  p.  615-620. 

JA1  ,W4 

In  the  first  of  Toth's  series  of  articles  on  the  Pan  American  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Labor  (PAFL),  he  asserts  that  the  federation  was  the  child 
of  Gompers,  established  to  foster  trade  union  development  and 
voluntarism.  Toth  briefly  discusses  each  of  the  conventions  from 
1918  to  1924  and  shows  how  Gompers  used  the  PAFL  as  a  forum 
to  .elicit  recommendations  on  such  political  questions  as  the  League 
of  Nations  and  the  end  of  radical  unionism. 

107 

Toth,  Charles  W. 

Samuel  Gompers,  communism,  and  the  Pan  American  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Labor.  —  In  Americas.  -  Vol.  23  (Jan.  1967)  ;  p.  273-278. 
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The  PAFL,  organized  in  1918,  was  originally  intended  to  promote 
the  indigenous  creation  of  trade  unions,  but  increasingly  after  1919, 
Gompers  used  the  organization  to  combat  the  spread  of  revolu¬ 
tionary  socialism  in  the  southern  hemisphere. 

108 

Toth,  Charles  W. 

Samuel  Gompers,  world  peace  and  the  Pan  American  Federation 
of  Labor.  —  In  Caribbean  studies  (Puerto  Rico).  —  Vol.  7  (Oct.  1967)  ; 
pi  59-64. 
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Despite  the  fact  that  the  PAFL  was  established  to  foster  Latin 
American  trade  union  development,  Gompers  insisted  on  using  the 
PAFL  for  political  purposes.  Because  he  so  desperately  wanted  labor 
to  play  a  major  role  in  the  postwar  peace,  Gompers  lobbied  hard 
at  the  first  and  second  congresses  to  win  an  endorsement  of  the 
League  of  Nations. 

109 

Levenstein,  Harvey  A. 

Samuel  Gompers  and  the  Mexican  labor  movement.  —  In  Wiscon¬ 
sin  magazine  of  history.  —  Vol.  51  (winter  1967-68)  ;  p.  155-163. 
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A  negative  view  of  Gompers'  role  in  the  development  of  Mexican 
trade  unions  and  his  involvement  in  the  Mexican  Revolution  of  1911. 
Seeking  to  limit  the  impact  of  radicals  on  Mexican  unions,  Gompers 
actively  tried  to  mold  the  unions  in  the  the  AFL's  image.  Leven- 
stein  also  argues  that  Gompers,  considered  one  of  the  saviors  of 
the  1911  revolution,  played  only  a  marginal  role  in  convincing  Presi¬ 
dent  Wilson  to  recognize  the  government  of  Venustiano  Carranza. 

110 

Whittaker,  William  George. 

The  Santiago  Iglesias  case,  1901-1902  :  origins  of  American  trade 
union  involvement  in  Puerto  Rico.  —  In  Americas.  —  Vol.  24  (Apr. 
1968)  ;  p.  378-393. 
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A  onetime  socialist,  Iglesias,  after  several  meetings  with  Gompers, 
announced  his  belief  in  pure  and  simple  unionism  and  agreed  to 
serve  as  Gompers'  agent  in  the  Caribbean.  On  his  return  to  Puerto 
Rico,  Iglesias  was  arrested  and  imprisoned.  Whittaker  describes 
Gompers'  successful  effort  to  secure  his  release  through  President 
Theodore  Roosevelt's  intervention. 

111 

Radosh,  Ronald. 

American  labor  and  United  States  foreign  policy.  —  New  York  : 
Random  House,  [1969].  —  x,  463  p. 
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Includes  bibliographical  references. 

Argues  that  Gompers'  desire  to  see  unions  accepted  by  corporate 
leaders  forced  him  to  support  American  foreign  policy,  and  suggests 
that  Gompers'  maneuverings  during  World  War  I  are  the  best 
evidence  of  this  course.  For  example,  Gompers  quelled  rank-and- 
file  opposition  to  the  war  and  encouraged  the  government  to  inter¬ 
vene  in  Russia  to  undermine  the  Bolshevik  Revolution. 

112 

Whittaker,  William  George. 

Samuel  Gompers,  anti-imperialist.  —  In  Pacific  historical  revieiv.  — 
Vol.  38  (Nov.  1969)  ;  p.  429-445. 

F851  .P18 

Traces  the  evolution  of  Gompers'  anti-imperialist  philosophy  and 
examines  the  extent  of  his  opposition  to  United  States  imperialism. 
Gompers  traveled  widely  and  spoke  to  a  number  of  audiences  con¬ 
demning  American  imperialism  and  stressing  his  commitment  to 
orthodox  American  values  and  the  economic  and  political  rights  of 
American  workers. 
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113 

Levenstein,  Harvey  A. 

Labor  organizations  in  the  United  States  and  Mexico  :  a  history 
of  their  relations  /  [by]  Harvey  A.  Levenstein.  -  [Westport, 
Conn.]  :  Greenwood  Pub.  Co.,  1971.  -  x,  258  p.  -  (Contribu¬ 
tions  in  American  history,  no.  13) 
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Bibliography:  p.  241-247. 

Discusses  seventy  years  of  Mexican-American  trade  union  rela¬ 
tions,  concentrating  on  the  years  1916-1919,  when  Gompers'  influ¬ 
ence  was  greatest.  Gompers  was  primarily  interested  in  subduing 
radical  influences  within  the  Mexican  trade  union  movement. 
Levenstein  discusses  his  involvement  and  the  problems  he  created 
for  Mexican  union  officials. 
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Babcock,  Robert  H. 

.  Sam  Gompers  and  the  expansion  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  into  Canada, 
1882-1898  /  Robert  Babcock.  —  In  Relations  industrielles  =  Industrial 
relations.  —  Vol.  27  (Aug.  1972)  ;  p.  403-420. 

HD8109.Q4  Q45 

Bibliographic  footnotes. 

Investigates  the  1902  agreement  between  the  AFL  and  the  Trades 
and  Labor  Congress  of  Canada,  which  expelled  Canadian  locals  that 
were  not  part  of  the  AFL. 

115 

Babcock,  Robert  H. 

Samuel  Gompers  and  the  French-Canadian  worker,  1900-1914  / 

Robert  Babcock.  —  In  American  review  of  Canadian  studies.  —  Vol.  3 
(autumn  1973)  ;  p.  47-66. 
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Argues  that  Gompers'  attempts  to  reorganize  Quebec  workers  into 
the  AFL  provide  clear  evidence  of  his  inability  to  understand  the 
Canadian  situtation.  Typical  of  his  arrogance  was  his  refusal  to  hire 
a  French-speaking  organizer  and  his  failure  to  authorize  the  transla¬ 
tion  of  AFL  literature  into  French. 

116 

Babcock,  Robert  H. 

Gompers  in  Canada  :  a  study  in  American  continentalism  before 
the  First  World  War  /  Robert  H.  Babcock.  —  Toronto  ;  Buffalo  : 
University  of  Toronto  Press,  [1974].  —  x,  292  p.  :  ill. 
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Bibliography:  p.  266-275. 

The  first  part  of  this  book  discusses  Gompers'  efforts  to  bring 
Canadian  unions  into  the  AFL  before  1902.  In  the  second  part,  the 
author  concludes  that  AFL  affiliation  has  generally  improved  the 
lot  of  Canadian  workers  but  that  Gompers  should  be  criticized  for 
his  labor  imperialism  and  his  insensitivity  to  regional  cultural 
problems. 

117 

Armstrong,  Christopher. 

Horny  hands  across  the  border.  —  In  Canadian  review  of  American 
studies.  —  Vol.  7  (spring  1976)  ;  p.  93-94. 
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A  review  essay  of  Robert  H.  Babcock's  Gompers  in  Canada:  A  Study 
in  American  Continentalism  before  the  First  World  War.  Armstrong  con¬ 
cludes  that  Babcock's  interpretations  are  essentially  correct. 

118 

Whittaker,  William  George. 

American  labor  and  the  Philippines  :  a  perspective.  —  In  Bulletin 
of  the  American  historical  collection.  —  Vol.  4  (July  1976) ;  p.  33-51. 
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Gompers'  support  for  Cuba  Libre  quickly  soured  when  the  war  with 
Spain  expanded  to  the  Philippines.  Speaking  for  the  organized  labor 
movement,  Gompers  opposed  the  imperialist  aspect  of  the  war, 
charging  that  it  provided  no  discernible  advantage  for  the  United 
States.  Colonialism  demanded  the  maintenance  of  a  large  standing 
army;  imperialist  adventure  would  divert  the  American  people  from 
problems  at  home;  and,  most  importantly,  imperialism  would  lead 
to  the  use  of  cheap  foreign  labor  by  American  industrialists. 

119 

Whittaker,  William  George. 

Samuel  Gompers,  labor,  and  the  Mexican-American  crisis  of 
1916  :  the  Carrizal  incident.  —  In  Labor  history.  —  Vol.  17  (fall  1976) ; 
p.  551-567. 
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Bibliographic  footnotes. 

Following  the  1916  raid  by  Pancho  Villa  in  New  Mexico,  Gen.  John 
Pershing  led  a  "Punitive  Expedition."  Twelve  Americans  were  killed, 
ten  wounded,  and  twenty-four  captured  during  the  skirmish  at 
Carrizal.  American  and  Mexican  labor  leaders  called  on  Gompers 
to  intercede  when  it  became  apparent  that  relations  between  Presi¬ 
dent  Wilson  and  Mexican  leader  Venustiano  Carranza  were 
deteriorating.  Gompers  spoke  to  Wilson  and  promised  to  secure  the 
release  of  the  American  soldiers.  A  telegram  to  Carranza  won  the 
prisoners'  release  and  helped  to  relieve  the  tension  between  the  two 
countries. 
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120 

Toth,  Charles  W. 

Bulwark  for  freedom  :  Samuel  Gompers'  Pan  American  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Labor  [PAFL].  —  In  Revista/Revieiv  interameficana.  —  Vol.  9 
(fall  1979)  ;  p.  455-491. 

AS74.A1  R46 

Focuses  on  the  four  major  purposes  for  which  the  PAFL  met  dur¬ 
ing  Gompers'  lifetime:  to  organize  and  protect  the  workers  of  the 
western  hemisphere  against  missionary  communism;  to  discuss  and 
support  the  League  of  Nations;  to  discover  methods  of  improving 
domestic  conditions  to  ensure  trade  union  development;  and  to  ar¬ 
ticulate  labor's  "Monroe  Doctrine"  which  stated  that  the  Pan 
American  labor  movement  would  not  tolerate  interference.  Although 
one  more  conference  was  held  in  1927,  Gompers'  death  in  1924  had 
for  all  practical  purposes  ended  the  organization. 
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